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          Zion Lutheran Church 

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’ 

              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor 
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org  

                          zionbolivar@windstream.net 
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 

You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please hand this card 

to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones* 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Divine Service – Setting Four 

January 22, 2023     10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

+ INVOCATION +                            LSB 203 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  We begin in the name into which we are 

baptized; In the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.                                 Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
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Opening Hymn                                   LSB 688 sts. 1-5 

“‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” 

 

 

 

 
 

5  Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 

    And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His Word, 

    In suff’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s strain 

The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

 

Public Domain 
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Stand 
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +      LSB 203 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth.        
Psalm 124:8 
 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O 

Lord, who could stand? 

C  But with You there is forgiveness; 

therefore You are feared.                                                                            
 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s 

Word and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and 

one another that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. 
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(Silence for self-examination and confession to 

God. Reflect on His Word and consider your life 

according to the Ten Commandments:  This and 

whatever comes to mind, confess now, and 

receive God’s total absolution.) 

 

      Together as His people let us take refuge 

in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying:                            Luke 18:13 

C  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, 

forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P  God be merciful to you and strengthen 

your faith.                                       LSB 292 

C  Amen. 

P Do you believe that my forgiveness is  

God’s forgiveness? 
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C Yes.                                           LSB 293 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

P  Almighty God in His                LSB 203 

mercy has given His Son to  

die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins, in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +            LSB 204 

Introit           Ps. 22:27-31; antiphon: Ps. 22:22 

P  I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

in the midst of the congregation I will praise 

you. 
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C  All the ends of the earth shall 

remember and turn to the LORD, And all 

the families of the nations shall worship 

before you. 

P  For kingship belongs to the LORD, and 

he rules over the nations. 

C  All the prosperous of the earth eat 

and worship; before him shall bow all 

who go down to the dust, even the one 

who could not keep himself alive. 

P  Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told 

of the Lord to the coming generation; 

C  They shall come and proclaim his 

righteousness to a people yet unborn, that 

he has done it. 
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P C  Glory be to the Father and to the 

Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

P  I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

in the midst of the congregation I will 

praise you. 
 

Kyrie                             Mark 10:47, LSB 204 

 
 

Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
Luke 2:14, John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day       LSB 205 

P  The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 

C  And also with you. 

P  Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting 

God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 

stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal 

and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading          Isaiah 9:1-4 
9 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom 

for those who were in distress. In the past 

he humbled the land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali, but in the future he will 

honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of 

the Sea, beyond the Jordan –  

2  The people walking in darkness have seen 

a great light; on those living in the land of 

deep darkness a light has dawned. 

3  You have enlarged the nation and 

increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 

people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors 

rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
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4  For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you 

have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual                          Ps. 117:1-2a; 96:8 
A C  Praise the LORD, all nations!  Extol 

him, all peoples!  For great is his steadfast 

love toward us, and the faithfulness of the 

LORD endures forever.  Ascribe to the 

LORD the glory due his name; bring an 

offering, and come into his courts! 
 

 

 

 



12 

 

Epistle Reading       1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another in what you say and 

that there be no divisions among you, but 

that you be perfectly united in mind and 

thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some 

from Chloe’s household have informed me 

that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I 

mean is this: One of you says, “I follow 

Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, 

“I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow 

Christ.”  13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Were you baptized in the 

name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not 

baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 

15 so no one can say that you were baptized 

in my name.  



13 

 

16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of 

Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I 

baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not 

send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel – 

not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the 

cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness 

to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                   LSB 856 sts. 1-5 

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” 

 



14 

 

 

 

 
 

5  O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 

    The martyrs’ strength and song, 

The crucified and risen King 

    To whom the saints belong: 

Though generations pass, 

    Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 

    Our lives an offering. 
 

© 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia                          John 20:31, LSB 205 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                     Matthew 4:12-25 
P  The Holy Gospel according to  

St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put 

in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving 

Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, 

which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun 
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and Naphtali –  14 to fulfill what was said 

through the prophet Isaiah: 

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles – 16 the people living 

in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of the shadow of death a 

light has dawned.” 

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were 

casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus 

said, “and I will send you out to fish for 

people.”  
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20 At once they left their nets and followed 

him. 

21 Going on from there, he saw two other 

brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John. They were in a boat with their 

father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  

Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they 

left the boat and their father and followed 

him. 

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom, and healing every disease 

and sickness among the people. 24 News 

about him spread all over Syria, and people 

brought to him all who were ill with various 

diseases, those suffering severe pain, the 

demon-possessed, those having seizures, and 

the paralyzed; and he healed them.  
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25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, 

Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 

Jordan followed him. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
Hymn of the Day                                 LSB 428 sts. 1-4 

“Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow” 
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 Public domain 

 

Sermon                               Pastor Tom Rhodes 

“The Word of the Cross!” 

Stand 
Apostle’s Creed                                LSB 207 

P C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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    He descended into hell. 

    The third day He rose again from the  

        dead. 

    He ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of God the  

        Father Almighty. 

    From thence He will come to judge  

        the living and the dead. 
 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

        the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering 
In quiet devotion and responding in personal 

stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, 

please use the offering plates in the back as you 

enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to 

God through His church. As a reassurance to 

those in worship today, especially our guests - this 

is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is 

free to all!) 
 

Offertory (no intro)                             LSB 781 sts. 1-2 

We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church                    LSB 207 
P  In the light of the cross of Christ and 

with an increase in joy, let us pray to the 

Lord on behalf of His Church and all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 
 

P  That the light of Christ may continue to 

shine among us through the joyful preaching 

of the Gospel, and that His cross may shine 

where the darkness of unbelief still holds 

people captive to sin and its death, let us 

pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That this congregation may be 

strengthened by the preaching of the Gospel 

and the faithful administration of the Holy 
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Sacraments, and that God may bless those 

who hear and follow in His holy faith and 

grace all their days, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That every Christian may learn God’s 

Word and teach the faith to family and 

children, and that each may be bold in telling 

the Good News of Jesus Christ to all those 

within their acquaintance and care, let us 

pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the nations may enjoy peace; that 

we may know the gift of good and faithful 

leaders in our land; and that justice may be 

served in every place, for the good of every 

people and for the protection of the unborn 

and the weak, let us pray to the Lord:  
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C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord may give healing, comfort 

and peace to the sick in their afflictions, to 

the troubled in mind, to the grieving in their 

loss, and to the dying, especially those on 

our prayer list and prayer cards. And that 

they may know the comfort of His presence 

and be sustained in every trial, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the lonely may find welcome and 

consolation within the fellowship of God’s 

people, and that those who sorrow may not 

despair but find hope in Christ, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  Everlasting Father, You are the source of 

all life, and every good gift comes from You. 

Help us to honor Your gift of life, from 

conception to its natural end. Help us to guard 

those most in danger and to resist the forces 

that would cheapen life or rob it of the dignity 

You have placed upon it by giving Your only 

Son on the cross to redeem us, lost and 

condemned sinners. Hear us, we pray, on 

behalf of Him who gave His life for us, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer        Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 209 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 
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C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

                as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses 

                as we forgive those 

                who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory    

      forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction        LSB 212 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 



27 

 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make His face shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon 

you with favor and  give you peace.           
Numbers 6:24-26 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
Closing Hymn                            LSB 395 sts. 1-2, 4, 6 

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” 
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6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462. 

Public domain 


