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You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer
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Offering

In quiet devotion and responding in personal
stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, please
use the offering plates in the back as you enter or exit.
(This is just as it says: An offering to God through His
church. As a reassurance to those in worship today,
especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the
good news of Jesus is free to all!)
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FOURTH WEEK IN LENT
The Office of Vespers LSB 229
March 22, 2023  7:00 p.m.

Note: Where there is a Lenten option, we shall use it.

Prelude

Welcome

Opening Hymn LSB 429 sts. 1-6
“We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died”
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1 We sing the praise of Him who died, Oof Him who
2 In - scribed up - on the Cross we  see In shin - ing
3 The cross! It takes our guilt a - way; It holds  the
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died up - on the cross. The sin - ner’s hope let
let - ters, “God is love.” He bears our  sins up -
faint - ing spir - it up; It cheers with  hope the
fee - ble arm for fight; It takes  the ter - ror
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all de - ride; For this we count the world but loss.
on the tree; He  brings us mer - cy from a - bove.
gloom-y day And sweet-ens ev - ry bit - ter cup.

from the grave And gilds the bed of death with  light;



5 The balm of life, the cure of woe,
The measure and the pledge of love,
The sinner’s refuge here below,
The angels’ theme in heav’n above.

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace
By bitter grief and anguish sore,
Be praise from all the ransomed race
Forever and forevermore.
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Stand
Versicles and Response LSB 229
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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(L] Make haste, O God, to de-liv -
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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" Praise to You, O Christ. Lamb of our sal —va - tion.

Psalm 142 (in the front of the hymnal)

P @ 1 With my voice I cry out to the LORD;
with my voice | plead for mercy to the LORD.

2 | pour out my complaint before him; I tell my
trouble before him. 3 When my spirit faints
within me, you know my way! In the path where
| walk they have hidden a trap for me.

4 Look to the right and see: there is none who
takes notice of me; no refuge remains to me; no
one cares for my soul. 51 cry to you, O LORD,;
I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the
land of the living.” 6 Attend to my cry, for | am
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brought very low! Deliver me from my
persecutors, for they are too strong for me!

7 Bring me out of prison, that | may give thanks
to your name! The righteous will surround me,
for you will deal bountifully with me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

Sit
Office Hymn LSB 423 sts. 1-3
“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”
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1 Je - sus, ref - uge of the wea-ry, Blest Re - deem - er,
2 Do we pass that cross un - heed - ing, Breath - ing no e -
3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
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whom we love, Foun - tain in life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav - ior
pen - tant vow, Though we see You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn - ing To be -
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,

thorn-en - cir - cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the  bless - ed Sav - ior’s side, Grav - en in our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the <cross, the Cru - ci - fied.
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Readings from Holy Scripture LSB 230

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ Drawn from the
Four Gospels — The Praetorium

[P} When they had bound Jesus, they led him from
Caiaphas to the hall of judgment and gave him
over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. It was early.
They themselves did not go into the judgment hall,
so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the
Passover.



Pilate then went out to them, and said, "What
charge do you bring against this man?"

They answered and said to him, "If he were not
a criminal, we would not have handed him over to
you."

Then Pilate said to them, "Take him, then, and
judge him according to your law."

The Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to
put any man to death." So the word of Jesus was
fulfilled, signifying by what death he should die.

The charges they brought against him were:
"We found this fellow perverting the nation, and
forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying
that he himself is Christ, a king."

Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again,
and called Jesus, and said to him, "Are you the
King of the Jews?"

Jesus answered him, "Do you say this for
yourself, or did others say it to you about me?"
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Pilate answered, "Do you take me for a Jew?
Your own nation and the chief priests have given
you over to me. What have you done?"

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this
world; if my kingdom were of this world, then my
servants would have fought that I should not be
given over to the Jews; but now my kingdom is
not in the ways of this place."

Pilate therefore said to him, "Are you a King
then?"

Jesus answered, "You say rightly that | am a
king. | was born and | came into the world that |
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone that is
of the truth hears my voice."

Pilate said to him, "What is truth?"

After he had said this, he went out again to the
Jews and said to them, "I find no fault in this
man."



The chief priests kept laying one charge after
another against him, but he answered not a word.
Pilate questioned him again, saying, "Do you
answer nothing? See how many charges they lay
against you." Jesus answered him not a word.
Pilate was utterly amazed. He said to the chief
priests and the crowd, "I find no case against this
man."”

They pressed their charges more vehemently:
"He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all
Judaea, beginning from Galilee to this place."

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether
the man was a Galilean. When he learned that he
belonged in Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him on to
Herod, who was also in Jerusalem for those days.

When Herod saw Jesus, he was delighted, for
he had long wished to see him because of what he
had heard of him, and he hoped to see him do a
miracle. He questioned Jesus repeatedly, but he
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gave him no answer. The chief priests and scribes
stood there and vehemently accused him. Herod
and his soldiers mocked him. They put on him a
splendid robe and sent him back to Pilate.

Herod and Pilate became friends with each
other that same day, for before this they had been
at enmity with each other.

Pilate then called together the chief priests and
the rulers and the people, and said to them, "You
have brought this man before me as one subverting
the people. See now, | have examined him before
you and have found nothing in this man guilty of
any of your charges against him, and neither did
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Mark this, he
has done nothing worthy of death. I will have him
punished and release him."

Now at the feast it was the governor's custom to
release to the crowd any one prisoner whom they
asked for. They had then a notorious prisoner
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named Barabbas. He was in prison with the rebels
who had committed murder in the uprising in the
city. Pilate knew that it was out of malice that the
chief priests handed Jesus over. Therefore he said
to them, "Do you want me to release for you
Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?"

The chief priests and elders persuaded the
crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

Pilate asked them again, "Which of the two do
you want me to release for you?"

And they cried out all together, saying, "Away
with this man, and release for us Barabbas."

While Pilate was sitting in the judgment seat,
his wife sent him a message: "Do not have
anything to do with that man; | have suffered
much over him today in a dream."
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Again Pilate addressed them, for he wished to
release Jesus. He said to them, "What shall | do
then with Jesus who is called Christ? What shall |
do with him whom you call the King of the Jews?"

They all cried out, "Crucify him!"

Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has he
done? | have found no guilt worthy of death in
him; | will therefore punish him and let him go."

They cried out all the louder, "Crucify him!
Crucify him!"

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.
The soldiers of the governor led him away into the
praetorium. They gathered the whole band of
soldiers around him. They stripped him and put on
him a purple robe. When they had woven a crown
of thorns, they put it on his head and a reed in his
right hand, and they knelt before him and mocked
him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They spat
on him and took the reed and struck him on the
head. They knelt down and did him homage.
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Pilate went out again and said to them, "See, |
bring him out to you that you may know I find him
not guilty." So Jesus came out wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,
"Behold the man!"

When the chief priests and the officers saw
him, they cried, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"

Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and
crucify him, for | do not find him guilty."

The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and
by that law he ought to die, because he made
himself the Son of God."

When Pilate heard this, he was more afraid and
went again into the judgment hall and said to
Jesus, "Where are you from?" Jesus gave him no
answer. Then Pilate said to him, "Do you refuse to
speak to me? Do you not know that | have power
to crucify you, and I have power to release you?"

14



Jesus answered, "You would not have any
power at all over me, unless it had been given to
you from above. For that reason he who handed
me over to you has the greater sin."

This prompted Pilate to go on trying to release
him, but the Jews cried out, "If you let this man
go, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who
makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar."

When Pilate heard these words, he brought
Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a
place that is called the Pavement or, in Hebrew,
Gabbatha. It was the Preparation of the Passover,
about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold
your King!"

They cried out, "Away with him, away with
him, crucify him!"

Pilate said unto them, "Shall I crucify your
King?"

The chief priests answered, "We have no king

but Caesar."
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When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere,
but rather a riot was underway, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am
innocent of the blood of this man; see to it
yourselves."

Then all the people responded, "His blood be
on us and on our children."

Then Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, gave
sentence that it should be as they demanded. He
released to them Barabbas for whom they asked,
the man who had been thrown into prison for
Insurrection and murder. He had Jesus flogged and
then gave him over to their will to be crucified.
The soldiers mocked him, stripped him of the
purple robe, put his own clothes on him, and led
him out to crucify him.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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Responsory LSB 231

Ay Verse To Refrain
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1 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are
the God of mysal - va - tion.
2 In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
3 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are
the God of my sal - va - tion.
m Refrain J |
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Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me

from those who rise a - gainst me.

Sermon Pastor David Burge
“Refuge Under The Cross:

Christ’s Gift of Hearing When We Cry Out”
Sermon Text Psalm 142

Stand

Canticle Verse LSB 231
P} Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
and the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice.
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Canticle — The Magnificat LSB 231-232
P @ My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God, my Savior;

I| for He has regarded the lowliness of His
handmaiden.

II] For behold, from this day all generations
will call me blessed.

1] For the Mighty One has done great things
to me, and holy Is His name;

II] and His mercy is on those who fear Him
from generation to generation.

1] He has shown strength with His arm; He
has scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts.

II] He has cast down the mighty from their
thrones and has exalted the lowly.

1] He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent empty away.
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II] He has helped His servant Israel in
remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever.

(P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 233
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 233

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Cf:’ollects Versicle LSB 233
%DL‘ & r Il '_‘ r Il

(L] O Lord, hear my prayer.
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And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day LSB 233
[P) Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly
Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs
of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks
20



for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

GEESPEE

men.

Additional Collects

Collect for Peace LSB 233
P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all
good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

CEESpEE

men.
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Benedicamus LSB 234

D" o o @ P —

&
et us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14, LSB 234
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Sit
Closing Hymn LSB 426 sts. 1-4
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
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I When 1 sur - vey the won - drous cross On which the
2 For - bid it, Lord, that I should boast Save In the
3 See from His head, His hands, His feet Sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm  of na - ture mine, That were a
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Prince  of Glo - ry died, My rich - est gain I
death of Christ, my God; All the vain things that
love flow min - gled down! Did e’er such love and
trib - ute far too small; Love so a - maz - ing,
f) u .
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count but loss And pour con -tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, I sac - 11 - fice them to His blood.
sor - row meet Or thorns com -pose so rich a crown?
SO di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my all!
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Announcements
Postlude

LENTEN PRACTICES As part of our Lenten practices, we make
use of any Lenten options that Vespers may offer.

MID-WEEK LENTEN VESPERS Our Lenten Vespers continue
next Wednesday, March 29, at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Burge's sermon,
“Waiting Under The Cross: Christ's Gift Of Redemption,” will be
based on Psalm 130. Continue to prepare for Jesus' resurrection by
worshiping on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
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