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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Divine Service — Setting Four LSB 203
March 26, 2023 10:30 a.m.

Prelude

Welcome

Opening Hymn LSB 552 sts. 1, 9, 10, 4
“O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life”
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earth are few, That death 18 al - ways near. Come
as they mourned, You wept com - pas - sion’s tear; But
Laz - ’rus’ tomb, You called him forth by name, And
death’s em - brace And  torn a - way its sting. Re -
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now to us, O Lord of Life; Bring hope that con - quers fear!
Mar-tha, sore with sor - row, said, “He’d lived had You been here!”
liv - ing, lov-ing once a - gain, From death to life  he came!
store to life our mor - tal race! Raise us, O Ris - en King!

© 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.
© 2004 Kevin J. Hildebrand. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.



+ INVOCATION + LSB 203
The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the "= Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + LSB 203
®) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord,
who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore
You are feared.

[P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and
call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
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from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive
us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son
to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of
the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + LSB 204
Introit Ps. 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: Ps. 116:15
[P) Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his saints.
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®P) | love the LORD because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
[P) Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
P) The snares of death encompassed me; the
pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
| suffered distress and anguish.
P} Then | called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
) For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
[P) Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his saints.



Kyrie Mark 10:47, LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(During Lent, the GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Is omitted)

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 205
) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Letus pray. Almighty God, by Your great
goodness mercifully look upon Your people that
we may be governed and preserved evermore in
body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
37 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he
brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set
me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
2 He led me back and forth among them, and |
saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley,
bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of
man, can these bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones
and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord! 5This is what the Sovereign Lord says to
these bones: | will make breath enter you, and
you will come to life. 6 | will attach tendons to
you and make flesh come upon you and cover
you with skin; | will put breath in you, and you
will come to life. Then you will know that | am
the Lord.””



7 So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as |
was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling
sound, and the bones came together, bone to
bone. 8 | looked, and tendons and flesh appeared
on them and skin covered them, but there was no
breath in them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This 1s what
the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the
four winds and breathe into these slain, that they
may live.”” 10 So | prophesied as he commanded
me, and breath entered them; they came to life
and stood up on their feet — a vast army.

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones
are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’

12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is
what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, | am
going to open your graves and bring you up from

them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
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13 Then you, my people, will know that | am the
Lord, when | open your graves and bring you up
from them. 14 | will put my Spirit in you and you
will live, and | will settle you in your own land.
Then you will know that | the Lord have spoken,
and I have done it, declares the Lord.””

(A] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2
[P) O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Epistle Reading Romans 8:1-11
8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life
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has set you free from the law of sin and death.

3 For what the law was powerless to do because it
was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a
sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the
flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of
the law might be fully met in us, who do not live
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their
minds set on what the flesh desires; but those
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind
governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The
mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God,; it
does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.

8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot
please God.

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh

but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
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Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to
Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even
though your body is subject to death because of
sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.

(A] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
(During Lent, the ALLELUIA Is omitted)

Verse John 11:25
] | am the resurrection and the life.

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live.
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Holy Gospel John 11:1-57
[P} The Holy Gospel according to
St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany,
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was
Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him,
saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But
when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not
lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.”

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was

I, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to

13



stone you, and are you going there again?”’ 9 Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the

day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying
these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken
of his death, but they thought that he meant taking
rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake | am glad
that | was not there, so that you may believe. But
let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that
we may die with him.”

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus
had already been in the tomb four days.

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles
14



off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them concerning their
brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained
seated Iin the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 But even now | know that whatever
you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus
sald to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in
me shall never die. Do you believe this?”” 27 She
said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who Is coming into the
world.”

28 When she had said this, she went and called her

sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is
15



here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now
Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was
still in the place where Martha had met him.

31 When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out,
they followed her, supposing that she was going to
the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came
to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus
saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his
spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes
of the blind man also have kept this man from
dying?”’
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38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you
that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And

Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you have heard me. 42 | knew that you
always hear me, but | said this on account of the
people standing around, that they may believe that
you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things,
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his
hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”
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45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come
with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in
him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees
and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council
and said, “What are we to do? For this man
performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like
this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both our place and our
nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was
high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is
better for you that one man should die for the
people, not that the whole nation should

perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord,
but being high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the
nation only, but also to gather into one the children
of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that
day on they made plans to put him to death.
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54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among
the Jews, but went from there to the region near
the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and
there he stayed with the disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand,

and many went up from the country to Jerusalem
before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They
were looking for Jesus and saying to one another
as they stood 1n the temple, “What do you think?
That he will not come to the feast at all?”

57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had
given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he
should let them know, so that they might arrest
him.

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostle’s Creed LSB 207

P | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life & everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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Hymn of the Day

“Chr

LSB 420 sts. 1-7

ist, the Life of All the Living”
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cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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death, and mer - it 1 e - ter - nal life in - her - it
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might - est own me And with heav’'n - ly glo - ry crown me.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be, Dear-est Je -sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be, Dear-est Je-sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be, Dear-est Je-sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be, Dear-est Je-sus, un-to Thee.
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
That from pain | might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,

For Thine anguish in the Garden,
| will thank Thee evermore,

Public Domain

Sermon

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented

That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,

For that last triumphant cry,

And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Pastor David Burge

“Jesus Christ: Sent To Give Us Life”
Sermon Text St. John 11:1-57

Stand
Prayer of the Church

LSB 207

P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in
Christ Jesus and for all people according to their

needs.
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®P) Lord, You raised Your Son and sent Your
Spirit. Sustain us while we await Christ’s
attention to our present needs. Give strength to
our prayers, heal our weaknesses and restore all
our losses. Give us faith throughout our days In
Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life. Lord,
In Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Lord of hosts, breathe Your life into Your
Church, that she may stand by Your strength and
live according to Your Word. Lay Your hand on
men of every era to proclaim Your Word and to
bring life to the downtrodden, the faithless, the
fearful and the outcast. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

[P) Heavenly Father, You have visited Your
creation in Your Son. Grant that our homes would
always receive Him and that husbands and wives

and brothers and sisters would rejoice to hear His
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promises, steadfastly believing them and ever
living In their light. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P} Lord of all, You are the true source of life,
which You give through the power of Your Spirit.
Humble those who are given authority over the
lives of our people, that they would discharge this
duty honorably in accord with Your will. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} O Lord, the ones You love are ill and need
Your holy care [especially ].
Make haste to help them. Spare their lives. On the
Last Day, call them from their graves and unite
them to You and all Your saints. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.
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P) Holy Father, in Baptism You have given the
new birth of water and the Spirit. Make Your
children strong in Your Spirit, that they may shun
the works of the flesh and live in this world
expecting the resurrection and the life of the
world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Offering

In quiet devotion and responding in personal
stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you,
please use the offering plates in the back as you enter
or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to God
through His church. As a reassurance to those in
worship today, especially our guests - this is not an
obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!)
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Offertory LSB 781 sts. 1-2
We Give Thee But Thine Own
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What-e’er the gift may be;

2 May we Thy boun - ties thus  As  stew-ards true re - ceive
2+ — — - ===
e

All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

And glad - ly,
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as Thou bless - est us,

Lord's Prayer

To

Thee our first-fruits give!

Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 209
®P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
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who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Collect LSB 305
P} Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your
Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down
from above, that Your Word may not be bound
but have free course and be preached to the joy
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in
steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the
confession of Your name, abide unto the end;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 212
P] Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and & give you peace.

Amen.
Sit

Closing Hymn

LSB 543 sts. 1-4

“What Wondrous Love is This”
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What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
Wh

sink-ing down, When

I will sing; To

I'll sing on; And
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I will sing,
I'll sing on,
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won -drous love is this,

I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, When 1
to the Lamb

God and
when from death I'm free,
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O my soul! What won-drous love is this That
was sink -ing down Be -

I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, Who

I'll sing on. And when from death I'm free, I'll
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caused the Lord of  bliss To bear the dread-ful curse for my
neath God’s righ - teous frown, Christ laid a - side His crown for my
18 the great I AM, While mil-lions join the theme, [ will
sing His love for me, And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse  for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
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Announcements

Postlude

MID-WEEK LENTEN VESPERS

Our special Lenten services continue Wednesday, March 29,
with Vespers at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Burge's sermon, “Waiting
Under The Cross: Christ's Gift Of Redemption.” will be
based on Psalm 130. Prepare to celebrate Jesus' resurrection
by attending our Wednesday Lenten Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
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