Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021 10:30 a.m. Service

No branch can bear
fruit by itself; it must

N\ remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain

in me.
John 15:4
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Holy Communion is offered today:

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us
by God. In the bread and wine, just as He says, Christ
gives us His body and blood to forgive sins, renew
faith, and cause Godly and brotherly love to grow. In
this sacrament we proclaim Christ’s death on the cross
to atone for the sins of the world and His triumphant
resurrection over the grave, to the glory and praise of
God. To receive this means of God's grace properly
we should be able to positively answer the following:
“Do I need forgiveness for sin?”” “Do I believe the
pastor’s forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?” “Do I
believe in Christ as my Savior?” “Do I trust that
Christ 1s truly present in the bread and wine?” “Do I
desire to live anew to God and others in love and
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service?” In our ‘yes’ to these questions we join in a
close and holy communion — a fellowship of faith.

Out of Pastoral concern and care, and taking to
heart God's Word in 1 Corinthians 11:28-29:“4 man
ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread
and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats
and drinks judgment on himself” — if you are unsure
of what it means to recognize the body of the Lord in
the Lord’s Supper and you cannot confess these
beliefs, please feel free to remain seated or come
forward with hands folded for a blessing or speak to
the Pastor or an Elder prior to the service.

If you need to receive the Sacrament at your seat,
please tell an usher. For those who so desire, the cups
In the center have water infused with a drop of wine.
Also, non-communing children and adults are
welcome to come to the altar rail and receive a
blessing (please keep your hands folded to indicate
this choice.)



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Divine Service — Setting One
May 2, 2021  10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements

+ INVOCATION + LSB 151
The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

[P} We begin in the name into which we are
baptized; In the name of the Father and of the &

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b
Amen.
Opening Hymn LSB 919 sts. 1-6
“Abide, O Dearest Jesus”
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1 A-bide, O dear-est Je - sus, A - mong us with Your grace
2 A-bide, O dear Re-deem - er, A - mong us with Your Word,
3 A - bide with heav'n-ly bright - ness A - mong us, pre-cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings A - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
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That Sa-tan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place.
And thus now and here - af - ter True peace and joy  af - ford.
Your truth di - rect and keep us From er - ror’s gloom -y  night.
Let wus in grace and wis-dom Grow dai - ly through Your Word.
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5 Abide with Your protection 6 Abide, O faithful Savior,

Among us, Lord, our strength, Among us with Your love;
Lest world and Satan fell us Grant steadfastness and help us
And overcome at length. To reach our home above.
Public domain
Stand

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +  LSB 151
[P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. John 1:8-9

(Silence for self-examination and confession to God in
light of the Ten Commandments and reflection on
God's Word.)

[P] Let us then confess our sins to God our
Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are
by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by
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what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
John 20:19-23

[P} God be merciful to you and strengthen your
faith. LSB 292
Amen.

P) Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s

forgiveness?
Yes. LSB 293

[P) Let it be done for you as you believe.



[P) Almighty God in His LSB 151
mercy has given His Son to

die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + LSB 152
Introit Ps. 145:1-2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon John 16:16
P} A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.

| will extol you, my God and King, and
bless your name forever and ever.

[P) Every day | will bless you and praise your
name forever and ever.

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love.

) All your works shall give thanks to you, O

LoRD, and all your saints shall bless you!
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My mouth will speak the praise of the
LoRD, and let all flesh bless his holy name
forever and ever.

P)@ Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P} A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(Al For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,



and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us

pray to

the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
\__‘___-___-______/
A - men.



Hymn of Praise

“This is the Feast”

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9, LSB 155
f) y Refrain — f—
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
. 5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia. Final Refrain
A u Final Refrain — —
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 156
) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Letus pray. O God, You make the minds of
Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may
love what You have commanded and desire what
You promise, that among the many changes of
this world our hearts may be fixed where true
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

First Reading Acts 8:26-40
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go
south to the road—the desert road—that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started
out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch,
an important official in charge of all the treasury

of the Kandake (which means “queen of the
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Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to
worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in
his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the
prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that
chariot and stay near it.”

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the
man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31 “How can I,” he said, “‘unless someone
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come
up and sit with him.

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch
was reading:

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a
lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not
open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants? For his life
was taken from the earth.”
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34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please,
who is the prophet talking about, himself or
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that
very passage of Scripture and told him the good
news about Jesus.

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water. What can stand in the way of my being
baptized?”” [37] 38 And he gave orders to stop
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water and Philip baptized him.

39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his
way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at
Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel
In all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6
A @ Christ has risen from the dead. [God the
Father] has crowned him with glory and
honor, He has given him dominion over the
works of his hands; he has put all things under
his feet.

Second Reading 1 John 4:1-11
4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,

3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and
even now Is already in the world.

4 You, dear children, are from God and have
overcome them, because the one who is in you is

greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They
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are from the world and therefore speak from the
viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to
them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God
does not listen to us. This is how we recognize
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not
love does not know God, because God is love.

9 This i1s how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him. 10 This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68, LSB 156
f) & |
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 15:1-10

) The Holy Gospel according to St. John,
ttge fifteenth chapter.

(> e o o " . |
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the
word | have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as |
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
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itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in me and | in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you
do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If
you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have
| loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you
keep my commands, you will remain in my love,
just as | have kept my Father’s commands and
remain in his love.

@n This is the Gospel of the Lord.

i — 3 |
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sit
Song of the Day “I am the Vine” On Screen

Sermon Pastor Tom Rhodes
“Vine and Branches”

Stand

Together We Confess our Common Faith Using
the Nicene Creed LSB 158
(P) | believe in one God, the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were
made;
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who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.
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And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life = of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church LSB 159
P} Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ
Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

[P} Heavenly Father, You have grafted us onto the
vine of Your Son. Prune us and cut off from us all
sin and dead works, that we may always draw life

from Your Son and produce the fruits of faith and

good works. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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P} Lord God, Your only Son came in the flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. Protect us from all
false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist, that
we may always confess Christ to be our only true
God and remain faithful to Him. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P) Father and Teacher of all truth, guide teachers
and catechumens in Your Word, that they may
Increase in understanding, faith and love for Christ,
the Lamb led to the slaughter in our place and risen
from the dead. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Almighty God, give health and guidance to our
president and all in authority, that they may serve
honorably and in accord with Your good order.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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P} Merciful God, You hear and answer Your
children in their hour of need. Give Your divine aid
to those in need, especially those on our prayer list
and cards. Grant that they would bear their crosses
with faith, ever looking to You, and so fix their
hearts to remain where true joy is found. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Heavenly Father, You are gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. Hear and answer our prayers for the sake of
Jesus Christ, and Your saints shall bless You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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Offering

In quiet devotion and responding in personal

stewardship of God’s abundant provision

to you, please

use the offering plates in the back as you enter or exit.

(This is just as it says: An offering to God

through His

church. As a reassurance to those in worship today,
especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the

good news of Jesus is free to all!)

Offnertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19; LSB 159
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I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + LSB 160
Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God. And most especially are we bound to praise
You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and
by His rising again He has restored to us
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and

FRFNRFRE
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archangels, and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Isalah 6:3; Matthew 21:9, LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth,
for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation
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accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 162
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
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Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as It is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162

Matthew 26:26—28; Mark 14:22—24: Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My & body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
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®P) In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My & blood, which Is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19, LSB 163
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Del John 1:29, LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Sit
Distribution

Distribution Hymn LSB 637 sts. 1-3
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
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1 Draw  near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who  His saints  in this world rules and shields,

3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for least,
With  heav’'n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
0] Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Public domain
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Distribution Hymn
“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”

LSB 623 sts.
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray That  we may
2 Give us, who share this won-drous food, Your bod - vy
3 By faith  Your Word has made us bold To seize the
4 One bread, one cup, one bod -y,  we, Re - joic - ing
5 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray: O keep us
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stead - fast till  that  day When  each will be Your

#ﬁ i; ” ) i 3 I I ! ! I !

(HXa ® | 2T e 4 | e S

QJ ! I | -
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sins for - giv’n, The cer - tain joys of heirs of heav'n.
here re - ceive, And all we are to You we give.
til You come To bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.
wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast.

Public domain

Stand
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Post-Communion Canticle LSB 164
Trgank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect LSB 166
[P) Let us pray.

) We give thanks to You, almighty God, that
You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,

Mo
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our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 166
) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and & give

you peace.
Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn LSB 700 sts. 1-4
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
H , .
e
A L b 0 : 4’-’—L -
\QJU “ —— I ﬁ ! I
1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy lov - ing Spir - it In - to
3 Come, Al - might - vy, to de - liv - er; Let us
4 Fin - ish then Thy new cre - a - tion, Pure and
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heav’'n, to earth come down! Fix in us Thy
ev T trou - bled breast; Let us all in
all Thy life re - ceive; Sud - den - ly re -
spot - less let us be; Let us see Thy

32



| )

-

| 158

L 108

PE——

1 = [ |
T 1 ] =
hum - ble dwell-ing, All Thy faith - ful mer - cies crown.
Thee in - her - it; Let us find Thy prom - ised rest.
turn, and nev - er, Nev - er - more Thy tem - ples leave.
great sal - va - tion Per - fect - ly re - stored in Thee,
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Je - sus, Thou art  all com - pas - sion, Pure, un -
Take a - way the love of sin - ning; Al pha
Thee we would be al - ways Dbless - ing, Serve Thee
Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry, Til in
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bound - ed love Thou art; Vis - it us with
and O - me - ga be; End of faith, as
as Thy hosts a - bove, Pray and praise  Thee
heav’'n  we take our place, Till we cast our
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Thy sal - va - tion, - ter
its be - gin - ning, Set our
with - out ceas - ing, Glo - ry
crowns be - fore  Thee, Lost in
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ev -
hearts
in

won - der, love,

ry trem - bling heart.

at lib - er ty.
Thy per - fect love.
and praise!




