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          Zion Lutheran Church

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’
              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 
                          zionbolivar@windstream.net
Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman
You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.
* Please turn off cellphones*
Holy Communion is offered today:


The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us by God.  In the bread and wine, just as He says, Christ gives us His body and blood to forgive sins, renew faith, and cause Godly and brotherly love to grow.  In this sacrament we proclaim Christ’s death on the cross to atone for the sins of the world and His triumphant resurrection over the grave, to the glory and praise of God. To receive this means of God's grace properly we should be able to positively answer the following: “Do I need forgiveness for sin?” “Do I believe in Christ as my Savior?” “Do I trust that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine?” “Do I desire to live anew to God and others in love and service?” In our ‘yes’ to these questions we join in a close and holy communion – a fellowship of faith. 


Out of Pastoral concern and care, and taking to heart God's Word in 1 Corinthians 11:28-29:“A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself” – if you are unsure about what it means to take the Lord’s Supper, or if you are not certain you can confess these teachings or beliefs, please feel free to remain seated or speak to the Pastor or an Elder prior to the service.


If you need to receive the Sacrament at your seat, please tell an usher.  For those who so desire, the cups in the center have water infused with a drop of wine.  Also, non-communing children and adults are welcome to come to the altar rail and receive a blessing. (Please keep your hands folded to indicate this choice.)
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Divine Service – Setting Four

May 17, 2020     10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements
+ INVOCATION +                                  LSB 203
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P  We begin in the name into which we are baptized; In the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C  Amen.
Opening Collect

P  Gracious God and Father, though Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to bring us Your heavenly peace, turmoil and destruction still erupt among Your children on earth. We thank You that in Your mercy and goodness You have caused our recent need for separation to diminish to the point we may again gather in Your house of worship. Bring a restoration of calm and security, heal the wounds that have been inflicted and comfort the grieving. Enlarge the peace that has again begun to grow so that what has been devastated and weakened can again be planted and built up. Open Your fatherly heart and bountiful hand to help all in need. Grant that we all may live together in unity and peace, and let all hatred and ill-will be remembered no more. Give us that peace which the world cannot give, and grant us grace that we may live here, with our neighbors, in harmony and safety, and that when we have, finally, gained the eternal rest of the saints in glory, we may there praise and bless, worship and glorify You forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C  Amen.
Opening Hymn (no intro)          LSB 556 sts. 1-5
“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”
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5 God said to His belovèd Son:
    “It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
    And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
    May live with You forever.”

Text: Martin Luther  Music: Public domain
Stand

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +     LSB 203
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C  who made heaven and earth.
P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.                                                                           
P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination in light of the Ten Commandments.)
      Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
C  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P  God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.                                                       LSB 292
C  Amen.

P
Do you believe that my forgiveness is 
God’s forgiveness?
C
Yes.                                                 LSB 293
P
Let it be done for you as you believe.

P  Almighty God in His                       LSB 203
mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +            LSB 204
Introit      Ps. 119:89-93; antiphon: Ps.119:105 

P  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

C  Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.

P  Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have established the earth, and it stands fast.

C  By your appointment they stand this day, for all things are your servants.

P   If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction.

C   I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life.

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Kyrie                                  Mark 10:47,  LSB 204
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Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis         LSB 204
Luke 2:14, John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day        LSB 205
P  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

P  Let us pray.  O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C  Amen.

Sit
First Reading                                Acts 17:16-31

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.
A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God. 
Gradual           adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6
A C Christ has risen from the dead.  [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet.
Second Reading                        1 Peter 3:13-22

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God. 
Stand
Alleluia and Verse             John 20:31, LSB 205
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Holy Gospel                                John 14:15-21
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C  Glory to You, O Lord.
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. 
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day                      LSB 725 sts. 1-4

“Children of the Heavenly Father”
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© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.  Public domain
Sermon                              Pastor Tom Rhodes

“Like It or Not; You’re Religious”
Stand

Together We Confess our Common Faith Using the Nicene Creed                                    LSB 206
P C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation 
         came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again 
     according to the Scriptures

         and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to 
         judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ( of the world to come.  Amen.
Sit

Offering
In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the back as you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to God through His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!)

Stand
Stewardship Prayer

P C  For this parish, for the work of the Kingdom in our community, and for the resources to accomplish all that God desires, that His name may be glorified among us and His purpose fulfilled in our words and works. And for the agencies and institutions through which we love our neighbor and provide for those in need, the destitute and homeless, and for everyone who suffers unemployment and underemployment, that we may faithfully aid them in their needs. In Jesus name, Amen.
Offertory                                    LSB 781 sts. 1-2
(No Intro) We Give Thee But Thine Own                 
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Public domain
Prayer of the Church                            LSB 207
P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Brief silence

P  For the faithful proclamation of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him, that through hearing the Promises of the Lord many may be brought into the family of faith and to the knowledge of the truth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy.
P  For the Church of God here and everywhere, that all who confess Jesus Christ may be united in word and witness, defended against the assaults of the enemy, and eager to gather around Your Word and Sacrament in love for one another, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy.
P  For the lonely who suffer the burdens of life without friendship or family, for those depressed or weary of pandemic measures, and for the fellowship of the Church, that we may bear one another’s burdens and live in community with Christ as our head, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy.
P  For the sick and those who suffer, especially those on our prayer list and cards, that God would grant healing to their bodies, peace for their minds, and consolation in their grief and sorrows, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy.
P  For those who lead our nation, for the end of the pandemic, for peace among nations, and for an end to terror and violence, that we may work for the common good so that justice may prevail, life be protected and truth abound, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy.
P  O Lord, our God, as we recall the obedient life and life-giving death of Your Son for our salvation, we pray You to strengthen our faith and to make our hearts bold, that we may not fear but address our prayers to You in all humility; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C  Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +         LSB 208
Preface

P  The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P  Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus     Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9; LSB 208
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Prayer of Thanksgiving                       LSB 209
P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer                             Matthew 6:9-13
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
           hallowed be Thy name,
           Thy kingdom come,
           Thy will be done on earth
                as it is in heaven;
           give us this day our daily bread;
           and forgive us our trespasses
                as we forgive those
                who trespass against us;
           and lead us not into temptation,
           but deliver us from evil.
      For Thine is the kingdom
           and the power and the glory   

      forever and ever.  Amen.
The Words of Our Lord                       LSB 209
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ( body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ( blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini                        John 20:19, LSB 209
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  Amen.

Agnus Dei                            John 1:29, LSB 210
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Sit

DISTRIBUTION

Distribution Hymn                       LSB 761 sts. 1-4

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
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Public domain

Distribution Hymn                     LSB 609 sts. 1-7
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”
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5
Oh, how blest it is to know:
    Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
    By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6
Now my conscience is at peace;
    From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
    And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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Nunc Dimittis                 Luke 2:29-32, LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect                     LSB 212
P  Let us pray.

P  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C  Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction  LSB 212
P  Let us bless the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ( give you peace.
C  Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn                     LSB 852 sts. 1, 3, 4, 5

(to the tune of LSB 560)

“O God of Mercy, God of Might”
[image: image40.png]"
o]

| 1NN

Mo

I I
| I I
I A
I [ ~

| 1N

I
o o | | |
1 Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed With heal - ing
2 Thou know - est all my griefs and fears, Thy grace a -
3 Wash me and  take a - way each stain; Let noth - ing
4 And then @ for work to do for Thee, Which shall so




[image: image41.png]n H | |

o - I [ | I | [ I~

y AN - I [ [ I [ I i—P—P I -

[ fan [ et [ J | I [ [ | et

NV [ [ I bt | e | [ I [ [

Q) ! I ' |
gifts  for souls dis - tressed, To find n Thee my
bused, my mis - spent years; Yet now to Thee with
of my sin re - main. For cleans - ing, though it

sweet a ser - vice be That an - gels well might




[image: image42.png]f) & .
e - | | [ [ 1 [ | | [ [ [
— —— -— . .
%)V e & | d’ | - & bt | I | e |
life, my  rest, Christ cru cl fied, I come.
con - trite tears, Christ cru cl fied, I come.
be through pain, Christ cru cl fied, I come.
en - Vy me, Christ cru cl fied, I come.




5    In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
      May we each other’s burdens share;
      May we, where help is needed, there
      Give help as unto Thee!
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7	Jesus sinners doth receive;�    Also I have been forgiven;�And when I this earth must leave,�    I shall find an open heaven.�Dying, still to Him I cleave:�Jesus sinners doth receive.





1     O          God      of          Mer  -  cy      God      of      Might       In     love   and


3  Teach        us       the         les   -   son   Thou    hast    taught       To     feel   for


4   All           are        re  -  deemed   both    far      and     wide,      Since Thou,  O





       pit    -     y       in     -     fi    -   nite,         Teach   us,       as            ev     -     er


     those      Thy  blood      hath    bought,       That    ev    -  ’ry         word        and


     Lord,      for      all         hast     died.         Grant    us        the         will         and





        in          Thy      sight,           To      live      our       lives              in        Thee.


      deed        and    thought         May   work       a        work             for       Thee.


     grace        pro   -   vide            To      love    them       all                in        Thee!








12

