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          Zion Lutheran Church

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’
              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 
             zionbolivar@windstream.net
Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 
You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.
* Please turn off cellphones*
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD/

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Divine Service – Setting One
May 24, 2020     10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements
+ INVOCATION +                                  LSB 151
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P  We begin in the name into which we are baptized; In the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C  Amen.
Opening Collect

P  Gracious God and Father, though Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to bring us Your heavenly peace, turmoil and destruction still erupt among Your children on earth. We thank You that in Your mercy and goodness You have caused our recent need for separation to diminish to the point we may again gather in Your house of worship. Bring a restoration of calm and security, heal the wounds that have been inflicted and comfort the grieving. Enlarge the peace that has again begun to grow so that what has been devastated and weakened can again be planted and built up. Open Your fatherly heart and bountiful hand to help all in need. Grant that we all may live together in unity and peace, and let all hatred and ill-will be remembered no more. Give us that peace which the world cannot give, and grant us grace that we may live here, with our neighbors, in harmony and safety, and that when we have, finally, gained the eternal rest of the saints in glory, we may there praise and bless, worship and glorify You forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C  Amen.
Opening Hymn                                LSB 564 sts. 1, 3-5

“Christ Sits at God's Right Hand”
[image: image1.png]"
= | . I
7

O
Q]

I -
I =
e I I I I I

) ®
I I =

Ve

| |
[ I ' I
1 Christ sits at God’s right hand, His sav - ing work com - plete,
3 Christ’s al - tar was the tree, Where on the world’s be - half
4 What cost-ly sac - n - fice To COV - er hu - man sin!




[image: image2.png]n | |
J - | I I I | | I I I I
y 4N I I I [ = I | r | ~ I I
[ ] I o I [ ) I
I I [ 1 - | | I

O

Q) I ' o i I

To reign till ev - ry foe will lie  Be-neath His feet—
He shed a blood, un - like the blood Of goat or calf,
Who but Christ Je - sus had the right To en - ter n?




[image: image3.png]A

R

n

I
1

| 10N

I I

I‘ Vo Vo Vo I

_-——-—
I

I
I
|
-

N>

All  that the Fa - ther planned, The Son sought to ful - fﬁ,/

To  seal God’s guar-an - tee
His blood, that sprin-kled price,

Of
So

grace that can - not fail;
we might be as - sured




[image: image4.png]h o p— f—
o = I I [ ] I [ I [ ] | [ I
S S I
NV I | o [ ] | [ &~ J [ =K I
Y o - |
When first He said, “Lord, here am I To do Your will”
With blood He en -tered for our good Be - hind the vell.
That our 1in-her - 1 - tance iIn light Has been se - cured.





5 Then let us now draw near,
    Washed in that precious flood
And enter the Most Holy Place
    By Jesus’ blood.
From hearts that are sincere,
    Let tongues our hope profess,
And trust anew God’s faithful grace
    That we confess.
© 2002 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.

Stand

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +      LSB 151
P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination in light of the Ten Commandments.) 

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
P  God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.                                                       LSB 292
C  Amen.
P  Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?
C  Yes.                                                    LSB 293
P  Let it be done for you as you believe.
P  Almighty God in His                         LSB 151
mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C  Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +            LSB 152
Introit           Ps. 110:1, 4-5; antiphon: Ps. 47:5

P  God has gone up with a shout, The Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

C  The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”

P  The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”

C  The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P  God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
Kyrie                                                       LSB 152
[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]Cy.

Lord, have mer -




[image: image7.png][ o |
(L b
N an Y L L
'y
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.




[image: image8.png]3y

Lord,

have mer - cy.




[image: image9.png]|
2 |
v | I

o 8]
I I 1 1

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,




[image: image10.png]and for the unity of all

0l ﬂl

let us pray to the Lord.




[image: image11.png]]

| =

O

E!

Lord, have mer - cy.




[image: image12.png]NN

] |
O

] |
(S

Mo

For this holy house

and for all who offer here their worship and praise




[image: image13.png]A"

JES S

let

us

Dﬁ—Ii

pray to the Lord.




[image: image14.png]S

\/

Lord,

S ——

have mer - cy.




[image: image15.png]o)

v

o » oo |

N\

&
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.




[image: image16.png]p— |

men.




Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis         LSB 154   
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Salutation and Collect of the Day      LSB 156
P   The Lord be with you.

C   And also with you.

P   Let us pray.  Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C   Amen.
Sit
First Reading                                   Acts 1:1-11

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach ﻿2﻿ until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. ﻿3﻿ After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. ﻿4﻿ On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. ﻿5﻿ For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6﻿ So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7﻿ He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. ﻿8﻿ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9﻿ After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10﻿ They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ﻿
11﻿ “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
A  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual    adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6
A C  Christ has risen from the dead.  [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet.
Epistle Reading             1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11

12﻿ Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. ﻿
13﻿ But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. ﻿14﻿ If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. ﻿15﻿ If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. ﻿16﻿ However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. ﻿17﻿ For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? ﻿18﻿ And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

﻿19﻿ So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good… 

﻿6﻿ Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. ﻿7﻿ Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8﻿ Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. ﻿9﻿ Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10﻿ And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. ﻿11﻿ To him be the power for ever and ever.  Amen.
A  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Praise                             LSB 840 sts. 1-3, 5
(to the tune of LSB 504)
“Christ High-Ascended, Now in Glory Seated”
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Text:  © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.     Music:  Public domain
Alleluia and Verse           Rom. 6:9, Matt. 28:20
P      Alleluia. 

P C  We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Alleluia.
Stand

Holy Gospel                                    John 17:1-11
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.               
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1 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. ﻿2﻿ For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. ﻿3﻿ Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. ﻿4﻿ I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. ﻿5﻿ And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

﻿6﻿ “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. ﻿
7﻿ Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. ﻿8﻿ For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. ﻿9﻿ I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. ﻿10﻿ All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. ﻿11﻿ I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.
       P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit
Hymn of the Day                               LSB 493 sts. 1-6
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”
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5  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
    Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
    Alleluia, alleluia!
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.
Public Domain

Sermon                               “Our Point of View”                                 

Pastor Tom Rhodes

Stand

Apostles’ Creed                                    LSB 159
P C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

           and the life ( everlasting.  Amen.
Prayer of the Church                           LSB 159

P  God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. Ascended Lord, hear the prayers of Your people and grant our supplication.

Brief silence

P  Lord, You have delivered the saints from fiery trial and raised up the martyr from the darkness of death to everlasting life. Give us courage, that we may give bold witness to the truth in our own day and proclaim Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  That the nations of the earth may seek peace; and that the leaders of our country may pursue justice, righteousness and peace, Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  That the pandemic may come to an end, and that livelihood and common life may resume, Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Lord, You have compassion upon all who suffer. Give grace to the sick, to those with mental illness, to the dying in their last hours and to those who grieve. Hear us especially for those on our prayer list and cards and those we name in our hearts before You. Grant them patience in their afflictions, and deliver them according to Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Lord grant us joyful hearts and peace at the last, knowing that neither death nor life, nor any powers, can separate us from the love of God in Christ, Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  All these things and whatever else we need, we ask You to grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen and ascended Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     
C  Amen.
Sit 
Offering
In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the back as you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to God through His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!) 
Stand

Stewardship Prayer

P C  Lord, You have daily and richly supplied us with all things for this body and life. Give us grateful hearts, that we may receive Your gifts with thanksgiving and bring to You our tithes and offerings. In Jesus name, Amen.
Offertory       Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19; LSB 159    
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Lord's Prayer               Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 162
P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C   Our Father who art in heaven, 
         hallowed be Thy name,

  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth

                as it is in heaven; 
        give us this day our daily bread;

  and forgive us our trespasses 
      as we forgive those

            who trespass against us;

        and lead us not into temptation, 
            but deliver us from evil.

         For Thine is the kingdom 
            and the power and the glory
            forever and ever.  Amen.
Benediction                  Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 166
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ( give you peace.
C   Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn                                             LSB 525 sts. 1-5

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
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5  Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
    Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
    The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
    As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
    For He is king of all.


Public domain
The Ascension of Our Lord/Seventh Sunday of Easter
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Zion Lutheran Church


‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel.’





                                       


   













































































Zion Lutheran Church


Our mission is to hear and share the good news of the risen Jesus and, with God’s help, to live the Gospel.
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1    Christ    high - as - cend  -   ed,  now  in   glo  -  ry   seat  -  ed   Throned and ex- 


2    Christ   from   the    Fa   -   ther   ev -’ry  pow’r pos - sess  - ing,   Who   on   His


3    Christ,   who   in      dy   -   ing  won  for   us     sal - va  -  tion,    Lives  now the


5       As         at   His    part  -  ing,  joy  shall ban - ish  griev - ing,    Faith    in   His





        alt     -     ed     vic  -  to  -  ry   com - plet  -  ed,  Death’s dread do  -  min - ion


       cho    -    sen     lift  -  ed  hands  in    bless  -  ing,  Sends forth His   ser  -  vants,


       first   -   born     of     the   new   cre  -  a   -   tion;    To    win  dis  -  ci   -   ples


    pres   -  ence strength - en  our    be - lieve - ing;   Filled with His   Spir   -   it,





           Fi   -    nal  -  ly    de  -  feat  -    ed,        We    are   His  wit  -  ness   -   es


         Still        in    faith con  -  fess  -  ing,        We    are   His  wit  -  ness   -   es


          Out       of      ev  - ’ry     na    -  tion,       We    are   His  wit  -  ness   -   es


       love     and  pow’r  re  -  ceiv  -  ing,        We    are   His  wit  -  ness   -   es.





6  O risen Christ, ascended Lord,�All praise to You let earth accord:�    Alleluia, alleluia!�You are, while endless ages run,�With Father and with Spirit one.�    Alleluia, alleluia!�    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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