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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
WORSHIP IN THE PARK

Divine Service — Setting Two
September 10, 2023  10:30 a.m.

Prelude
Welcome
J Opening Hymn 2 Songs for Disciples
“How Great Thou Art” pg 32
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Stand
+ INVOCATION + LSB 167

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
®P) In the name of the Father and of the %= Son and of

the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +  LSB 167
[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection.)

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
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For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and
by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + LSB 168
Introit Ps. 92:1-4; antiphon: Ps. 92:5

) How great are your works, LORD! Your thoughts
are very deep!

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing
praises to your name, O Most High;

[P} to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and
your faithfulness by night,

to the music of the lute and the harp, to the
melody of the lyre.



P} For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your
work; At the works of your hands I sing for joy.

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and
to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

) How great are your works, LORD! Your thoughts
are very deep!

Kyrie LSB 168
P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170
P) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His
people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship You, we give You thanks,
we praise You for Your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy
One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 172
) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P} Letuspray. O God, from whom all good
proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your
holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the
things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding,
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
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our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
7 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the
house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If | say
to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his
way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the
wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from
his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you
will have delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gradual Ps. 34:9, 19, alt.
[P) Fear the LORD, you his saints,

for those who fear him lack nothing!

[P} Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the LoRD delivers him out of them all. Amen.
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Epistle Reading Romans 13:1-10
1 Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and those that exist have been instituted by God.

2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct,
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is
In authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not
only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of
conscience. 6 For the same reason you also pay taxes,
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to
this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed. 8 Owe no one anything, except
to love each other, for the one who loves another has
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fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not
steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of
the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
P @ Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-20
) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the eighteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them
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3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child
IS the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for
him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck
and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is
necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one
by whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand or
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the
eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it
out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the
hell of fire.

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little
ones. For | tell you that in heaven their angels always
see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11 For the
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Son of Man came to save the lost. 12 What do you
think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them
has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on
the mountains and go in search of the one that went
astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that
never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father
who is in heaven that one of these little ones should
perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him
his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to
you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does
not listen, take one or two others along with you, that
every charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a
tax collector. 18 Truly, | say to you, whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again
| say to you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my
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Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am [ among them.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

52 Hymn of the Day 7 Songs for Disciples
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” pg 56
Sermon Pastor David Burge
“In Christ, We Find True Greatness In Our Humbling Ourselves”
The Sermon Text St. Matthew 18:1-20
Apostle’s Creed LSB 175

(P | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
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He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life = everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church LSB 175
[P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ
Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

P) Blessed Lord, You have promised that where two
or three are gathered in Your name, You are in the
midst of them. Hear the prayers of Your people, and
grant our supplications. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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P) Lord God, heavenly Father, You have sent us
pastors as watchmen. Let them be ever faithful in
calling sinners to repentance and joyfully announcing
Your forgiveness to those who heed their warning.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P} Gracious Father, because You have made us our
brother’s keeper, fill us with care for the members of
our earthly families and for our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Forgive our sins and strengthen us to live so
that we owe no one anything except to love each other.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P) Righteous God, You give leaders to every nation
and people. Grant us good and wise public servants to
bear the sword righteously, defending the innocent and
punishing wrongdoers. Guard those who protect us,
especially our armed forces, police and firefighters.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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®P) Merciful Lord, look with compassion upon those
who are struggling with illness, grief, loneliness or any
malady [especially ]. Reassure them
of Your love, which is like that of the shepherd who
seeks and saves the one lost sheep. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P} O Lord, grant that we would receive Christ’s body
and blood with childlike faith. Let us humbly trust that
Your forgiveness is poured out for us in this
Sacrament. May it strengthen us in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Almighty God, because You desire that none of
Your little ones should perish and because sin is
constantly crouching at our door, we beg You to call
us back to Yourself when we are tempted to stray.
Deliver us from temptation, and keep us in the faith.
Make us humble like little children, seeing how Your
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Son humbled Himself for us and for our salvation.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

[P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Offering LSB 176
In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship
of God s abundant provision to you, please use the
offering plate in the back as you enter or exit. (This is just
as it says: An offering to God through His church. As a
reassurance to those in worship today, especially our
guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus
Is free to all!)

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19; LSB 176
(P) What shall | render to the Lord for all His
benefits to me? | will offer the sacrifice of
thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
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| will take the cup of salvation and will call on
the name of the Lord.

| will pay my vows to the Lord now in the
presence of all His people, in the courts of the
Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 179
®P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us
to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
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Concluding Collect LSB 305
) Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy
Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above,
that Your Word may not be bound but have free
course and be preached to the joy and edifying of
Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may
serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide
unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 183
) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you

peace.
Amen.

Sit

J Closing Hymn 2 Songs for Disciples
“Lift High the Cross pg 21
Announcements

Postlude
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