
 

 

 

 

         

 

                     

 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           

                                

  

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 17, 2023     10:30 a.m. Service  

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

‘Hearing, Sharing, and Living the Gospel’ 
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You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer 

requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones * 

 

Holy Communion is offered today: 

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us by God.  In 

the bread and wine, just as He says, Christ gives us His body 

and blood to forgive sins, renew faith, and cause Godly and 

brotherly love to grow.  In this sacrament we proclaim Christ’s 

death on the cross to atone for the sins of the world and His 

triumphant resurrection over the grave, to the glory and praise 

of God.  If you need to receive the Sacrament at your seat, 

please tell an usher.  Also, non-communing children and adults 

are welcome to come and receive a blessing (please keep your 

hands folded to indicate this choice). 

Zion Lutheran Church 

‘Hearing, Sharing, and Living the Gospel’ 

Rev. David Burge, Vacancy Pastor 

Rev. Burge’s cell #:  417-593-0706, email:  dmburge1953@gmail.com 

PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 

zionbolivar@windstream.net 
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Divine Service – Setting Three 

September 17, 2023     10:30 a.m. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                                          LSB 501 sts. 1-4  

“Come Down, O Love Divine” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Stand 

+ INVOCATION +                                                                  LSB 184 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +                              LSB 184 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth.  
 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection.) 
 

P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 
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of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +                                              LSB 186 

Introit                                                    Ps. 143:1-2; antiphon: 143:9 

P  Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!  I have fled to you for 

refuge! 

C  Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!  

In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

P  Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is 

righteous before you. 

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

P   Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!  I have fled to you for 

refuge! 
 

Kyrie                                                               Mark 10:47, LSB 186  
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Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis                                      LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day                                        LSB 189 

 

 

 
 

P  O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear 

the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of 

persecution, pandemic, and hardships, and grant that what we ask in 

faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
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Sit 

Old Testament Reading                                        Genesis 50:15-21 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they 

said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the 

evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, 

saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17 ‘Say to 

Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their 

sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the 

transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 

wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell 

down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But 

Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 

to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 

today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little 

ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual                                                                    Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 

P  Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

C  for those who fear him lack nothing!   

P  Many are the afflictions of the righteous,  

C  but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
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Epistle Reading                                                       Romans 14:1-12 

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 

quarrel over opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, 

while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who 

eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 

pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 

Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before 

his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 

Lord is able to make him stand. 

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his 

own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of 

the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 

thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the 

Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and 

none of us dies to himself. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 

die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 

he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat 

of God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 

bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each 

of us will give an account of himself to God. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Alleluia                                                                                 LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel                                                          Matthew 18:21-35 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth  

chapter. 

                  LSB 190 
 

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 

times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 

seventy times seven. 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began 

to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 

talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be 

sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to 

be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 

pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave 

him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one 

of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing 

him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his 

fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 



11 

me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in 

prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then 

his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And 

should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 

mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the 

jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly 

Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.” 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

                LSB 191 
 

Nicene Creed                                                                       LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 
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     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from   

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life  of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day                                                      LSB 843 sts. 1-4 

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 

 

 
 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003273 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                               Rev. David Burge 

Sermon Theme       “In Christ, We Are Forgiven Fully to Forgive Fully” 

Sermon Text                                                                 St. Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Stand 

Offering 

In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s 

abundant provision to you, please use the offering plate in the back as 

you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to God through 

His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our 

guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!) 
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Offertory                                                                               LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church                                                         LSB 193 

P  In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For freedom from grudges and an unforgiving spirit, that we 

may not be kept from God’s forgiveness through our lack of mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For patience in trials, that like Joseph in Egypt, we, too, might 

learn to be slow to judge, quick to forgive, and steadfast in love for 

God and one another, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  In thanksgiving for the Holy Word and Sacraments, that they 

would be preserved among us; for faithful stewards of God’s 

mysteries, that repentance and the forgiveness of sins would be 

proclaimed in Christ’s name; and for all the baptized, that they 

would be faithful confessors of the hope that is in them, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy.  
 

P  For the homes of God’s people, that He would keep them from 

all harm and danger; and that we may dwell together in peace under 

the protection of His holy angels, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For all nations and leaders, that life and liberty might be 

defended; and that rulers and nations might strive toward all that is 

honorable, true and just, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For the sick and infirm, [especially _____________,] that they 

may have patience to endure their time of suffering and that their 

days be crowned with God’s mercy, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For gratitude as we receive Christ’s body and blood, that having 

been forgiven a debt that only Christ could pay, we in turn may go 

out to serve others in the same spirit of forgiveness, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +                                 LSB 194 

Preface 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created 

all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.  
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For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an 

end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy 

people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus                                       Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9; LSB 195   
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Lord's Prayer                                            Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord                                                     LSB 197 
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
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Pax Domini                                                     John 20:19, LSB 197   

 

  

 

Agnus Dei                                                        John 1:29,  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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Distribution Hymn                                                   LSB 629 sts. 1-5 

“What Is This Bread” 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003273 
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Distribution Hymn                                                     LSB 620 sts. 1-6 

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing” 

 

 

 
 

5  Let me praise God’s boundless favor,  6  Now have I found consolation, 

    Whose own feast of love I savor,      Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Bidden by His gracious call.           Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

    Wedding garments He provides me,         God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

    With a robe of white He hides me,      Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Fits me for the royal hall.       Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

 

Public domain 

 

Stand  
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Nunc Dimittis                                                Luke 2:29-32, LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving                                                 Psalm 107:1, LSB 200 
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P  Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 

the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus                                               LSB 201 
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Benediction                                             Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 202 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Closing Hymn                                                          LSB 851 sts. 1-4 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 
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Public domain 

 

Announcements 
 

Postlude 


