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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 26, 2021     10:30 a.m. Service  

 

 

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can 
you make it salty again? Have salt among 
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”  

                            Mark 9:50 
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          Zion Lutheran Church 

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’ 

              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor 
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org  

                          zionbolivar@windstream.net 
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 

You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please hand this card 

to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones* 

 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Divine Service – Setting Four 

September 26, 2021     10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

+ INVOCATION +                                LSB 203 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  We begin in the name into which we are 

baptized; In the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.                                 Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
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Opening Hymn                                  LSB 802 sts. 1-4 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Stand 
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +     LSB 203 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth.        Psalm 124:8 
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P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, 

who could stand? 

C  But with You there is forgiveness; 

therefore You are feared.                                                                            
 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word 

and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned 

in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
 

(Silence for self-examination and confession to God in 

light of the Ten Commandments and reflection on 

God's Word.) 
 

      Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying:                                                     Luke 18:13 
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C  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Almighty 

God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P  God be merciful to you and strengthen your 

faith.                                                        LSB 292 

C  Amen. 

P Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s  

forgiveness? 

C Yes.                                                  LSB 293 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

P  Almighty God in His                        LSB 203 

mercy has given His Son to  

die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins, in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +              LSB 204 

Introit    Ps. 135:1-3, 13-14; antiphon: Ps. 135:13 

P  Your name, O LORD, endures forever, your 

renown, O LORD, throughout all ages. 

C  Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the 

LORD, give praise, O servants of the LORD, 

P  who stand in the house of the LORD, in the 

courts of the house of our God! 

C  Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing 

to his name, for it is pleasant! 

P  Your name, O LORD, endures forever, Your 

renown, O LORD, throughout all ages. 

C  For the LORD, will vindicate his people and 

have compassion on his servants. 

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Your name, O LORD, endures forever, your 

renown, O LORD, throughout all ages. 
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Kyrie                                 Mark 10:47,  LSB 204 

 
 

Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis       LSB 204 

Luke 2:14, John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day        LSB 205 

P  The Lord be with you.                  2 Timothy 4:22 

C  And also with you. 

P  Let us pray.  Everlasting Father, source of 

every blessing, mercifully direct and govern us 

by Your Holy Spirit that we may complete the 

works You have prepared for us to do; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

4 The rabble with them began to crave other 

food, and again the Israelites started wailing and 

said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We 

remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost – 

also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 
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garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we 

never see anything but this manna!”…  

10 Moses heard the people of every family 

wailing at the entrance to their tents. The LORD 

became exceedingly angry, and Moses was 

troubled. 11 He asked the LORD, “Why have you 

brought this trouble on your servant? What have 

I done to displease you that you put the burden of 

all these people on me? 12 Did I conceive all 

these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you 

tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse 

carries an infant, to the land you promised on 

oath to their ancestors? 13 Where can I get meat 

for all these people? They keep wailing to me, 

‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these 

people by myself; the burden is too heavy for 

me. 15 If this is how you are going to treat me, 

please go ahead and kill me – if I have found 

favor in your eyes – and do not let me face my 

own ruin.” 



10 

 

16 The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me 

seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to 

you as leaders and officials among the people. 

Have them come to the tent of meeting, that 

they may stand there with you…  

24 So Moses went out and told the people what 

the LORD had said. He brought together seventy 

of their elders and had them stand around the 

tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud 

and spoke with him, and he took some of the 

power of the Spirit that was on him and put it on 

the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on 

them, they prophesied – but did not do so again. 

26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad 

and Medad, had remained in the camp. They 

were listed among the elders, but did not go out 

to the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and 

they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran 

and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 

prophesying in the camp.” 
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28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been 

Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, 

“Moses, my lord, stop them!” 

29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my 

sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people were 

prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on 

them!” 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual                                      Ps. 91:11, 103:1 

A C  He will command his angels concerning 

you to guard you in all your ways.  Bless the 

LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, 

bless his holy name! 
 

Epistle Reading                              James 5:13-20 

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them 

pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 

praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them 

call the elders of the church to pray over them and 
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anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 

15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the 

sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If 

they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 

16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective. 17 Elijah was a human being, even as 

we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 

and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 

years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave 

rain, and the earth produced its crops. 19 My 

brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander 

from the truth and someone should bring that 

person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a 

sinner from the error of their way will save them 

from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn of Praise                        LSB 804 sts. 1-2, 5-6 

“O Worship the King” 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Frail children of dust  6 O measureless Might, 

   and feeble as frail,       ineffable Love, 

In Thee do we trust,   While angels delight 

   nor find Thee to fail.      to hymn Thee above, 

Thy mercies, how tender,  Thy humbler creation, 

   how firm to the end,            though feeble their lays, 

Our maker, defender,   With true adoration 

   redeemer, and friend!      shall sing to Thy praise.    

 

Public domain 

 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse            John 20:31, LSB 205 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                                  Mark 9:38-50 
P  The Holy Gospel according to  

St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone 

driving out demons in your name and we told him 

to stop, because he was not one of us.”                                                                                          

39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one 

who does a miracle in my name can in the next 
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moment say anything bad about me, 40 for 

whoever is not against us is for us. 41 Truly I tell 

you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my 

name because you belong to the Messiah will 

certainly not lose their reward. 

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones – 

those who believe in me – to stumble, it would 

be better for them if a large millstone were hung 

around their neck and they were thrown into the 

sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it 

off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than 

with two hands to go into hell, where the fire 

never goes out.  45 And if your foot causes you 

to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 

life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown 

into hell. [46]  47 And if your eye causes you to 

stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter 

the kingdom of God with one eye than to have 

two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where ‘the 

worms that eat them do not die, and the fire is 
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not quenched.’ 49 Everyone will be salted with 

fire. 50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, 

how can you make it salty again? Have salt 

among yourselves, and be at peace with each 

other.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
Hymn of the Day                              LSB 848 sts. 1-4 

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” 
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© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462. 

 

Sermon          “Salt”          Pastor Tom Rhodes 
 

Stand 

Apostle’s Creed                                     LSB 207 

P C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell.   

    The third day He rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven  

    and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

    From thence He will come to judge the  

        living and the dead. 
     

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

        the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering 
In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of 

God’s abundant provision to you, please use the offering 

plate in the back as you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: 

An offering to God through His church. As a reassurance to 

those in worship today, especially our guests - this is not an 

obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!) 
 

Offertory (no intro)                    LSB 781 sts. 1-2 

We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church                            LSB 207 

P  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in 

Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
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Brief silence 
 

P  Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, help all Your 

children to rejoice in the work of the Spirit 

wherever He pours out His gifts, giving all the 

glory to You and Your boundless love. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  King of glory, enable all ministers of the 

Word to proclaim Your Law and promises with 

faithfulness and zeal. And help us all remember 

to freely spread the salt of the Gospel. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  Remember in mercy those who have strayed 

from the life of Your truth and Your Church, and 

use us to bring them back to You. Give us a 

godly fear of the grave danger of causing Your 



21 

 

little ones, by our words or deeds, to stumble and 

fall from You. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  To Your kindness we commend all who have 

been entrusted with public service in our land. 

Protect them from every impulse to serve self 

above others. Fill them with Your wisdom, and 

make them a blessing to all people. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  Father of all compassion, You call us to 

patient waiting in our lives until the coming of 

our Lord, when we know You will restore us 

fully. Bless those who pass through trying and 

difficult times, especially those on our prayer list 

and cards, with steadfast faith in Your mercy and 

compassion and a cheerful hope for their future. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
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P  God of life, receive our thanks on this day for 

all Your servants who finished their course in 

faith and now rest from their labors. Bring us to 

share with them Your unending life on the day of 

the Savior’s appearing. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer             Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 209 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and 

teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

                as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 



23 

 

           and forgive us our trespasses 

                as we forgive those 

                who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory    

      forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction             LSB 212 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord 

make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and  

give you peace.                                            Numbers 6:24-26 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Closing Opening Hymn                      LSB 655 sts. 1-3 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 

 

 

 

Public Domain 


