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          Zion Lutheran Church

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’
              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 
             zionbolivar@windstream.net
Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 
You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.
* Please turn off cellphones*
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Divine Service – Setting One
September 27, 2020     10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements
+ INVOCATION +                                  LSB 151
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P  We begin in the name into which we are baptized; In the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C  Amen.
Opening Hymn                        LSB 614 sts. 1-2, 5, 7-8
“As Surely as I Live,” God Said
(to tune of LSB 791)
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Text & Music:  Public domain
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +      LSB 151
P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination in light of the Ten Commandments.) 

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
P  God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.                                                        LSB 292
C  Amen.
P  Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?
C  Yes.                                                   LSB 293
P  Let it be done for you as you believe.
P  Almighty God in His                        LSB 151
mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C  Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +             LSB 152
Introit              Ps. 147:1-5; antiphon: Ps.147:6 

P  The Lord lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground.

C  Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

P  The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.

C  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.

P   He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.

C  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
P  The Lord lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground.
Kyrie                                                       LSB 152
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis         LSB 154   

[image: image16.png]Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.




[image: image17.png]|

| 1N

f) |
Cre o . . a
o p- — |
S ® i i | ®

——— | i

|

Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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Salutation and Collect of the Day        LSB 156
P   The Lord be with you.

C   And also with you.

P   Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C   Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading    Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
18 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel:  “‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?

3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die…

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 
29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!
A  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual                                     Ps. 91:11; 103:1

A C He will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Epistle Reading                     Philippians 2:1-18

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing  by taking the very nature of a servant,  being made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 
17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.
A  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Praise                                LSB 703 sts. 1-5
“How Can I Thank You, Lord”
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5 O Father, God of love,
    Now hear my supplication;
O Savior, Son of God,
    Accept my adoration;
O Holy Spirit, be
    My ever faithful guide
That I may serve You here
    And there with You abide.

Public domain
Alleluia and Verse                          Matt. 28:18b

P      Alleluia. 

P C  All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel                            Matthew 21:23-32
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.               
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23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”  
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  “The first,” they answered.  Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
       P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit
Hymn of the Day                              LSB 915 sts. 1-4

“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
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Public Domain
Sermon                      “The Life of Repentance”
Pastor Tom Rhodes

Stand

Apostles’ Creed                                      LSB 159
P C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

           and the life ( everlasting.  Amen.
Prayer of the Church                            LSB 159

P  O Lord, we are Your people, chosen by Your grace to be Your own possession, and granted mercy upon mercy through the cross of Jesus. Hear Your people who cry to You in need, and remember us according to the favor You have shown to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Brief silence

P  Make us to know Your gift of repentance, O Lord, that we may walk daily in the path of salvation made known in Your Word. Hear our needs and answer them by Your mercy, that we may respond by living our life in trust and thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Encourage us, O Lord, by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not lose heart but, being of one mind and one will, may serve You with gladness, doing the works of Your Kingdom and speaking Your Word of witness and repentance throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Shine Your light upon us, O Lord, that we may do what is good and right and live as faithful citizens here. Bless Donald, our president; Mike, our governor; and all those elected and appointed to make, administer and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Enlighten us with godly knowledge and wisdom, O Lord, and bless those who pursue science to improve our lives and the lives of all in need. Bless honorable vocations and honest labor, and lead the unemployed to jobs and noble work for the good of us all. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Show us Your compassion, O Lord, and in Your mercy grant healing, comfort and peace to all those who suffer. Deliver them from all their afflictions, pain, sorrow and fear. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and cards and all those we name in our hearts before You. [Brief silence] Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Help us, O Lord, to remember the faithful who loved and served You and who now rest from their labors. Bring us with them to that most blessed day when together we shall dwell in Your presence on high forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.
P  Grant to us all good things needful for this body and life and profitable for our salvation, and keep from us all things harmful, that sustained in time of want and guarded in time of prosperity, we may remain faithful and focused on the cross, until the day of our Lord’s coming again and be judged worthy of eternal life for the sake of that cross; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore. 
C  Amen.
Offering
In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the back as you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to God through His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!) 
Stewardship Prayer

P C  Lord, You have daily and richly supplied us with all things for this body and life. Give us grateful hearts, that we may receive Your gifts with thanksgiving and bring to You our tithes and offerings. In Jesus name, Amen.
Offertory       Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19; LSB 159    
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Lord's Prayer             Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 162
P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C   Our Father who art in heaven, 
         hallowed be Thy name,

  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth

                as it is in heaven; 
        give us this day our daily bread;

  and forgive us our trespasses 
      as we forgive those

            who trespass against us;

        and lead us not into temptation, 
            but deliver us from evil.

         For Thine is the kingdom 
            and the power and the glory
            forever and ever.  Amen.
Benediction              Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 166
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ( give you peace.
C   Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn                                    LSB 423 sts. 1-3
“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost


September 27, 2020    10:30 a.m. Service














                                            
















































































Zion Lutheran Church


‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel.’





                                       


   













































































Zion Lutheran Church


Our mission is to hear and share the good news of the risen Jesus and, with God’s help, to live the Gospel.
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1     “As      sure   -   ly      as        I         live,”   God     said,       “I      would     not


2     And       so       our   Lord   gave      this     com  -  mand:    “Go     forth      and


5      The   words   which   ab   -   so    -   lu   -   tion      give       Are      His      who


7      All    praise       to    You,     O      Christ,   shall      be         For       ab    -   so  -


8    Praise   God       the     Fa  -  ther       and       the      Son       And      Ho   -   ly








        see         the        sin    -   ner           dead.         I       want    him    turned   from


     preach       in          ev    -   ’ry            land;        Be  -  stow     on       all        My


       died       that        we       might         live;        The     min  -  is    -   ter      whom


        lu    -    tion        full        and           free          In     which  You    show    Your 


       Spi    -    rit,      Three        in            One,        As       was,    is       now,      and 








        er    -    ror’s     ways,     Re  - pen  -  tant,         li - ving  end   -   less      days.”


       par  -  d’ning     grace    Who   will      re    -   pent   and  mend     their    ways.


    Christ       has       sent        Is      but      His       hum - ble    in    -   stru  -  ment.


      rich   -    est      grace;   From  false      in    -    dul - gence guard   our      race.


       so        shall        be     World  with  -  out        end,     e  -  ter   -   nal   -   ly!
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