
[image: image34.jpg]Keep :
AWake, .

for you ‘\‘uﬂ

do not

know

when the master of
the house will come.

Mark 13:35




[image: image35.emf]


Z
io



n
  L



utheran  C
h



u
r



c
h



B
olivar,  M



O










Z

i

o

n

 

L

u

t

h

era

n

 

C

h

u

r

c

h

B

o

l

i

va

r

,

 

M

O

  
[image: image36.jpg]||I THE
ﬁlg LUTHERAN CHURCH

Missouri Synod





          Zion Lutheran Church

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’
              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 
             zionbolivar@windstream.net
Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 
You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.
* Please turn off cellphones*
AS WE GATHER

This is the First Sunday in Advent and the beginning of a new Church Year of grace. Our Church Year counts time differently than the secular calendar. We are tied to the fullness of time in which God sent His one and only Son into the womb of the virgin, born to save us. The First Sunday in Advent is the Sunday on or closest to November 30 (St. Andrew's Day). Today, we begin a journey not simply to the manger but the familiar journey that takes us to the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. It is not merely a remembrance of what took place so long ago but also preparation for what is to come---our Lord's return in glory to lay claim to His Church for all eternity. Encouraged by the Spirit, we devote ourselves to faithfully keeping what God has made known to us and showing forth our living faith in words and acts of repentance and holy living. But each Advent is a reminder that we are one step further from Bethlehem and one year closer to our Lord's coming again.

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Divine Service – Setting One
November 29, 2020     10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements
+ INVOCATION +                                  LSB 151
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P  We begin in the name into which we are baptized; In the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.            Matthew 28:19b
C  Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

P  The living light, the living flames that will burn on our Advent wreath symbolize Jesus Christ as the living Light of the world.

C  He is the Light that broke forth on the world on that first Christmas when He was born as Prince of Peace.

P  The evergreen of the wreath represents the life that is found in Christ.

C  Jesus says, "I am come that you may have life and that you may have it more abundantly."

P  As the first candle on our Advent wreath is being lit, we recall that it is known as the prophecy candle.

C  It opens up for us a period of preparation and waiting for His coming.

P  Today, as we begin our Advent journey, we pray:

P C  Come, Lord Jesus, stir up our hearts, as we prepare for Your coming.

Opening Hymn                                   LSB 331 sts. 1-6 

“The Advent of Our King”
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And we must hymns of wel-comesing In strains of ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser - vant’s form puts on To  set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith -less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
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5  Before the dawning day

6  All glory to the Son,
    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
    
    Who comes to set us free,
    The sinful self be put away,
    
    With Father, Spirit, ever one
    The new self now put on.

    Through all eternity.
Public domain
Stand

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +      LSB 151
P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    John 1:8-9
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination in light of the Ten Commandments.) 

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.
John 20:19-23

P  God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.                                                       LSB 292
C  Amen.
P  Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?
C  Yes.                                                  LSB 293
P  Let it be done for you as you believe.
P  Almighty God in His                        LSB 151
mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ( Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C  Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +              LSB 152
Introit

Ps. 25:1-3; antiphon: 2 Zech. 9:9b, alt. 

P  Behold, your kingdom is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.

C  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

P  O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.

C  Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P  Behold, your kingdom is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.
Kyrie                                                     LSB 152
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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(During Advent, the Hymn of Praise is omitted)    LSB 154
Salutation and Collect of the Day         LSB 156
P   The Lord be with you.

C   And also with you.

P   Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C   Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading                Isaiah 64:1-9
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways.  But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and made us waste away because of our sins. 

8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD; do not remember our sins forever.  Oh, look upon us, we pray, for we are all your people.
A  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual                       Zech. 9:9, Ps. 118:26, alt.

A C  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.  Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of he Lord.  From the house of the Lord we bless you.
Epistle Reading                  1 Corinthians 1:3-9

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.
A  This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Praise                               LSB 334 sts. 1, 4-6
(to the tune of LSB 684)

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
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Text:  Public Domain

Music:  Public domain
Stand
Alleluia and Verse                Ps. 24:7, LSB 156
P      Alleluia. 

P C  Lift up your head, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.  Alleluia.
Holy Gospel                               Mark 13:24-37
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.               
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24 “But in those days, following that distress, ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’  26 At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

28 Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

32 No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

35 Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”
       P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit
Hymn of the Day                              LSB  332 sts. 1-8

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
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5  God the Father was His source,


    Back to God He ran His course.

    
    Into hell His road went down,

    
    Back then to His throne and crown.
    





    


      
    

      
    


      

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.;
© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462. 
Public domain
Sermon                   “Waiting…with a Purpose”
Pastor Tom Rhodes

Stand

Apostles’ Creed                                      LSB 159
P C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

             and the life ( everlasting.  Amen.
Prayer of the Church                            LSB 159
P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. . .

Brief silence

P  . . . That we may not be distracted or grow complacent but be ready and waiting for the Lord when He returns in His glory, let us pray:

C  come, Lord Jesus, restore Your people and lead us home to You.
P  That the Lord would guide and watch over His Church and all who serve her---pastors, missionaries, all church workers, and congregation members, let us pray:

C  come, Lord Jesus, restore Your people and lead us home to You.
P  That the Lord would bless our every effort to share the good news of Jesus that all may hear and heed His voice calling and gathering His people, let us pray:

C  come, Lord Jesus, restore Your people and lead us home to You.
P  That the Lord would bless our nation and leaders, and that they may guide us with wisdom in paths of peace and justice, let us pray:

C  come, Lord Jesus, restore Your people and lead us home to You.
P  That the sick and suffering, especially those on our prayer list, may find healing and relief and that the dying and the grieving may know His comfort and peace let us pray:

C  come, Lord Jesus, restore Your people and lead us home to You.
P  That God may give us all things that we need and all that will benefit us and that He may keep from us all things that might prove harmful to us, let us pray:

C  come, Lord Jesus, restore Your people and lead us home to You.  Amen.
Offering
In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the back as you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to God through His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!) 
Stewardship Prayer

P C  Lord, You have daily and richly supplied us with all things for this body and life. Give us grateful hearts, that we may receive Your gifts with thanksgiving and bring to You our tithes and offerings. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Offertory       Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19; LSB 159    
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Lord's Prayer             Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 162
P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C   Our Father who art in heaven, 
         hallowed be Thy name,

  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth

                as it is in heaven; 
        give us this day our daily bread;

  and forgive us our trespasses 
      as we forgive those

            who trespass against us;

        and lead us not into temptation, 
            but deliver us from evil.

         For Thine is the kingdom 
            and the power and the glory
            forever and ever.  Amen.
Benediction             Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 166
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ( give you peace.
C   Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn                                    LSB 515 sts. 1-4
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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Zion Lutheran Church


‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel.’





                                       


   













































































Zion Lutheran Church


Our mission is to hear and share the good news of the risen Jesus and, with God’s help, to live the Gospel.






























































First Sunday in Advent


November 29, 2020    10:30 a.m. Service





� INCLUDEPICTURE  "cid:1E30E812-C2DD-4E52-A3D1-8184E9A0FBF3" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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1             O         Lord, how shall  I      meet       You,   How wel - come You   a   -   right? 


4          Love    caused Your  in - car  -  na    -    tion; Love brought You down to      me.


5          Sin’s      debt,  that  fear - ful    bur    -    den,   Can - not    His   love    e   -   rase;


6            He      comes   to  judge the      na   -   tions,    A      ter - ror      to    His     foes,





           Your   peo  -  ple   long   to     greet     You,    My      hope, my heart’s de  -  light!


           Your  thirst    for    my   sal   -   va   -   tion     Pro  -  cured  my   lib   -   er   -   ty.


           Your  guilt     the  Lord will      par  -  don      And       cov - er     by     His    grace.


              A    light      of    con - so   -   la   -  tions    And     bless - èd  hope    to      those





            O                kin  -  dle,   Lord  most   ho  -  ly,   Your  lamp with - in      my   breast


           Oh,             love     be - yond     all    tell - ing,   That    led   You    to      em - brace


           He             comes,  for    you     pro - cur - ing    The  peace of       sin     for - giv’n,


         Who             love     the   Lord’s  ap - pear - ing.    O     glor - ious  Sun,  now  come,





             To       do      in      spir  -  it      low  -  ly       All     that    may  please  You    best.


             In       love,   all    love     ex  -  cel  -  ling,   Our    lost      and     fall  -  en      race.


            His     child - ren   thus     se  -  cur  -  ing       E  -  ter   -  nal      life      in    heav’n.


           Send   forth Your beams    so    cheer - ing,    And guide     us       safe - ly      home.





6  For You are the Father’s Son


    Who in flesh the vict’ry won.


    By Your mighty pow’r make whole


    All our ills of flesh and soul.





7  From the manger newborn light


    Shines in glory through the night.


    Darkness there no more resides;


    In this light faith now abides.





    8  Glory to the Father sing,


        Glory to the Son, our king,


        Glory to the Spirit be


        Now and through eternity.
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