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          Zion Lutheran Church 

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’ 

              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor 
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org        

             zionbolivar@windstream.net  
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman                                                                                                    
 

You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please 

hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones* 

 

First Week in Advent 

Service of Prayer and Preaching, LSB 260 

November 30, 2022     7:00 p.m. 

Invocation 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  We begin in the name into which we are 

baptized; In the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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Opening Versicles                           LSB 260 

P  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

God shines forth. 

C  Our God shall come; He does not 

keep silence. 

P  Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C  Make His paths straight. 

P  Shower, O heavens, from above, and let 

the skies rain down righteousness. 

C  Let the earth open, that salvation may 

sprout forth. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
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C  Glory be to the Father and to the  

Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen. 
 

The First Candle:  The Prophecy Candle 

(Watch) [blue] 

P  As we light the first candle on our 

Advent wreath, we recall with thanksgiving 

the vivid and courageous words and actions 

of the prophets. Called by God and 

overtaken by the Word, they spoke forth 

God's truth and pointed others to watch for 

the coming of the Messiah. Their words still 

call us to faith and to action. 
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C  Lord Christ, come among us, and by 

Your Spirit, grant us courage to watch, 

to speak and to act as those who have 

been called and chosen to carry Your 

Word to our world. Raise up among us 

wise and faithful messengers of Your 

grace and peace. In Your strong name. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 

Opening Hymn                                     LSB 353 sts. 1-3  
(to the tune of LSB 924) 

“Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 

 
 

 
 

1       Je     -     sus  came,   the    heav’ns    a   -   dor  -  ing,      Came with peace  from  

2       Je     -     sus comes     a   -   gain       in      mer  -  cy        When  our  hearts  are  

3       Je     -     sus comes    to      hearts      re  -  joic  -  ing,      Bring - ing   news  of  

     realms    on     high;             Je  -  sus   came       to       win           re - demp  -  tion,  

      worn    with    care;             Je  -  sus  comes       a   -   gain          in      an   -   swer   

       sins      for - giv’n;             Je  -  sus   comes   with    words        of     glad  -  ness,  



6 
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Readings From Holy Scripture      LSB 263 

Reading                                 Isaiah 64:1-9 

4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no 

ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who acts on behalf of those 

who wait for him.  

5 You come to the help of those who gladly 

do right, who remember your ways. But 

when we continued to sin against them, you 

were angry. How then can we be saved?  

       Low   -   ly       came      on            earth     to      die;          Al    -    le   -   lu   -  ia!  

        To         an         ear  -  nest,           heart - felt   prayer;       Al    -    le   -   lu   -  ia!  

      Lead   -   ing      souls      re     -    deemed   to    heav’n.      Al    -    le    -   lu   -  ia!  

         Al     -     le   -   lu   -   ia!      Came     in      deep       hu   -   mil   -   i   -   ty. 

         Al     -     le   -   lu   -   ia!    Comes     to      save        us      from     de - spair. 

         Al     -     le   -   lu   -   ia!     Hope       to       all         the     world    is    giv’n. 
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6 All of us have become like one who is 

unclean, and all our righteous acts are like 

filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and 

like the wind our sins sweep us away.  

7 No one calls on your name or strives to lay 

hold of you; for you have hidden your face 

from us and made us waste away because of 

our sins.  

8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are 

the clay, you are the potter; we are all the 

work of your hand.  

9 Do not be angry beyond measure, O 

LORD; do not remember our sins forever.  

Oh, look upon us, we pray, for we are all 

your people. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Reading                        1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

3 Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I always 

thank God for you because of his grace 

given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you 

have been enriched in every way – in all 

your speaking and in all your knowledge – 

6 because our testimony about Christ was 

confirmed in you. 7 Therefore you do not 

lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait 

for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 

He will keep you strong to the end, so that 

you will be blameless on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called 

you into fellowship with his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
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      P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

      C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Reading                               Mark 13:24-37 

24 “But in those days, following that 

distress, ‘the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light; 25 the stars 

will fall from the sky, and the heavenly 

bodies will be shaken.’  26 At that time 

men will see the Son of Man coming in 

clouds with great power and glory. 27 And 

he will send his angels and gather his elect 

from the four winds, from the ends of the 

earth to the ends of the heavens.  

28 Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: 

As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near.  
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29 Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that it is near, right at 

the door. 30 I tell you the truth, this 

generation will certainly not pass away until 

all these things have happened. 31 Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away.  

32 No one knows about that day or hour, 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be 

alert! You do not know when that time will 

come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He 

leaves his house and puts his servants in 

charge, each with his assigned task, and 

tells the one at the door to keep watch.  

35 Therefore keep watch because you do 

not know when the owner of the house will 

come back – whether in the evening,  
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or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, 

or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not 

let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to 

you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
 

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory                                     LSB 263 

P  Behold, the days are coming, says the 

Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

P  He shall reign as king and deal wisely , 

and shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
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P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

Stand 

Catechism                                      LSB 264 
Apostles’ Creed 

P C  I believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
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The third day He rose again from the  

    dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the  

    Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the  

    living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day                              LSB 332 sts. 1-8 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” 

 
 

5  God the Father was His source,           6  For You are the Father’s Son 

    Back to God He ran His course.    Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

    Into hell His road went down,                By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

    Back then to His throne and crown.               All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7  From the manger newborn light           8  Glory to the Father sing, 

    Shines in glory through the night.               Glory to the Son, our king, 

    Darkness there no more resides;               Glory to the Spirit be 

    In this light faith now abides.                Now and through eternity. 

 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.;  

© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011462.  

Public domain 
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Homily                              “The Advent Wreath”             

Pastor Tom Rhodes 
 

Offering 
In quiet devotion and responding in personal 

stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, 

please use the offering plates in the back as you 

enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering 

to God through His church. As a reassurance to 

those in worship today, especially our guests - 

this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus 

is free to all!) 
 

Stand 
Prayer                                             LSB 265 

P  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of 

pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the holy Christian Church, here and 

scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling 

of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and 

communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
P  For seasonable weather and for the 

fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose 

work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 



17 

P  For all those in need, for the hungry and 

homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those 

who care for them, and all those on our 

prayer list & prayer cards, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs 

of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have 

mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Collect of the Day                          LSB 265 

P  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, 

that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and 

saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word                     LSB 265 

P  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy 

Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 

the patience and comfort of Your holy 

Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 

the blessed hope of everlasting life;  
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through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer                              LSB 266 

P C  I thank You, my heavenly Father, 

through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this 

day; and I pray that You would forgive 

me all my sins where I have done wrong, 

and graciously keep me this night.  For 

into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things.  Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 

may have no power over me.  Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer       Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 264 

P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

           as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory 

           forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Blessing                                          LSB 267 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the  

Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless  

and preserve us. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Closing Hymn                                LSB 334 sts. 1, 3-6 

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
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5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

     Cannot His love erase;  

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

     And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

     The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

     Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

Public domain 

6  He comes to judge the nations, 

        A terror to His foes, 

    A light of consolations 

        And blessèd hope to those 

    Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

        O glorious Sun, now come, 

    Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

        And guide us safely home. 


