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          Zion Lutheran Church 

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’ 

              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor 
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org        

             zionbolivar@windstream.net  
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman                                                                                                    
 

You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please 

hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones* 

 

Second Week in Advent 

Service of Prayer and Preaching, LSB 260 

December 7, 2022     7:00 p.m. 

Invocation 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  We begin in the name into which we 

are baptized; In the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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Opening Versicles                           LSB 260 

P  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

God shines forth. 

C  Our God shall come; He does not 

keep silence. 

P  Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C  Make His paths straight. 

P  Shower, O heavens, from above, and let 

the skies rain down righteousness. 

C  Let the earth open, that salvation may 

sprout forth. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
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C  Glory be to the Father and to the  

Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen. 
 

The Second Candle:  The Bethlehem Candle  

(Prepare) [Blue] 

P  As we light the second candle on our 

Advent wreath, the Bethlehem candle, we 

remember how God prepared the little town 

of Bethlehem to be the birthplace of our 

Savior, fulfilling the Old Testament 

prophecy and making great what was small. 

C  We give You thanks, our heavenly 

Father, that You exalt the humble and 

bring down the proud. Grant that as we 

travel once more to Bethlehem to greet 

our Savior and King, prepare us that we 
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may be humbled in His presence and 

blessed to serve Him well; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Opening Hymn                                    LSB 374 sts. 1-3 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 

 

 

 

 

Public domain 
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Readings From Holy Scripture       LSB 263 

Reading                                   Isaiah 40:7-11 

7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

because the breath of the LORD blows on 

them. Surely the people are grass. 8 The 

grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 

word of our God endures forever.”  9 You 

who bring good news to Zion, go up on a 

high mountain.  You who bring good news 

to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, 

lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns 

of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the 

Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he 

rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is 

with him, and his recompense accompanies 

him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd:  

He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries 
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them close to his heart; he gently leads those 

that have young. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
Reading                                       Mark 1:1-8 

1 The beginning of the good news about 

Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet:  “I will send 

my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way” – 3 “a voice of one 

calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way 

for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
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5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by 

him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore 

clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7 And this was his message: 

“After me comes the one more powerful 

than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize 

you with water, but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 
 

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory                                     LSB 263 

P  Behold, the days are coming, says the 

Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

P  He shall reign as king and deal wisely , 

and shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

Stand 
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Catechism                                      LSB 264 
Apostles’ Creed 

P C  I believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the  

    dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the  

    Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the  

    living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
Hymn of the Day                         LSB 376 sts. 1-2, 4-5 

“Once in Royal David’s City” 
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5  Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 

 

Public domain 

 

Homily                                           “The Creche”             

Pastor Tom Rhodes 
 

Offering 
In quiet devotion and responding in personal 

stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you, 

please use the offering plates in the back as you 

enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering 

to God through His church. As a reassurance to 

those in worship today, especially our guests - 

this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus 

is free to all!) 
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Stand 
Prayer                                             LSB 265 

P  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of 

pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the holy Christian Church, here and 

scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling 

of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and 

communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  For seasonable weather and for the 

fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose 

work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For all those in need, for the hungry and 

homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those 

who care for them, and all those on our 

prayer list & prayer cards, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  Finally, for these and for all our needs 

of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have 

mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect of the Day                          LSB 265 

P  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make 

ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to 

serve You with pure minds; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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Collect for the Word                     LSB 265 

P  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy 

Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 

the patience and comfort of Your holy 

Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 

the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer                              LSB 266 

P C  I thank You, my heavenly Father, 

through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this 

day; and I pray that You would forgive 
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me all my sins where I have done wrong, 

and graciously keep me this night.  For 

into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things.  Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 

may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer       Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 264 

P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

           as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses 

           as we forgive those 
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           who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory 

           forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Blessing                                          LSB 267 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the  

Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless  

and preserve us. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Closing Hymn                                      LSB 364 sts. 1-3 

“Away in a Manger” 

 

 
 

Public domain 


