Third Week in Advent
December 20, 2023 7:00 p.m. Service Advent

The glory of the LORD

hall be revealed...
¢ Isaiah 40:5a
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You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer
requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.
* Please turn off cellphones*

THIRD WEEK IN ADVENT
Evening Prayer LSB 243
December 20, 2023  7:00 p.m.

Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn LSB 354 sts. 1-4
“Arise, O Christian People”
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your-selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum - ble heart and low - ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh - ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The heart  sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth and light were giv. - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; Irn sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.
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Stand
SERVICE OF LIGHT
Versicles (Common) LSB 243
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
o)
o | I ¥ )y | |
¥ 4% b | | | | |
’\3;‘ ol » » » o 1
and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy - ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ.
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We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er 0) Son of God, 0 Giv-er of life:
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the u - ni- verse pro-claims Your glo - ry

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245

(L] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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Sit

PSALMODY
Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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hear my voice

(I O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly;
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(I] Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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(I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

[P) Letus pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before
You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with
purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the church on earth
and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Psalm 85

[P) LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes
of Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their
sin.

®P) You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.
Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your
indignation toward us!



P} Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger
to all generations?

Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in
you?

P} Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your
salvation.

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak
peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to
folly.

[P) Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may
dwell in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace
kiss each other.

[P) Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks
down from the sky.

Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield
Its increase.

[P) Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Office Hymn LSB 347 sts. 1-4
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is «cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing

dark mis-deed; All  that well de-served His an - ger He no

far  and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
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plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her

Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins 1 «cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver’
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
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READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE LSB 247
Reading Isaiah 40:1-11
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is
pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her
sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
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ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry!” And |
said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the
flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the
breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass
withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up,
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend
his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
4 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards
of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they
be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that | should be
judged by you or by any human court. In fact, | do not even judge
myself. 4 For | am not aware of anything against myself, but | am not
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore do not
pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will
bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation
from God.
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P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Matthew 11:2-11
2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is
to come, or shall we look for another?”” 4 And Jesus answered

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 7 As
they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in
soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings'
houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you,
and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare
your way before you.” 11 Truly, | say to you, among those born of
women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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(Silence for reflection.)

P} In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by
the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon Pastor David Burge
“Christ Jesus, the Shepherd King, Comforts Us”
The Sermon Text Isaiah 40:1-11
Stand
CANTICLE
Magnificat LSB 248
Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the  Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . .. me,
3 He has  shownstrength withHis . . . . ... ... ... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood .. ... ... ... things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . . ... ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . .. ... ... ...... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . ... ... ... .. ... ..... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... .. ... .. ..., Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be hold, from this . . . .. ... ... ... .... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . ... ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has  helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blesséd.
2 from generationto . .. .. ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . .. ... ... A - men. Refiain
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Offering

In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s
abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the back
as you enter or exit. This is just as it says: An offering to God through
His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our
guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!
(Please find the red pew pad and record your fellowship with us)

Prayer LSB 249
Litany

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so
that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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P) For Matthew, our synod president, and Lee, our district
president, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For Joseph, our president, for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For...[additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone

before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

**Silence for individual prayer.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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Collect of the Day

P) 2 Letus pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our
prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts, by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Ay |
Qe
A - men.
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Collect for Peace LSB 251
[P} 2 O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 251

[P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus
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(M Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
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The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve

LSB 252
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Closing Hymn LSB 341 sts. 1-5
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
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1 Lift wup your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the «cit - y blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu - mil - i - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - 1 -
rul - er is con-fessed! O peace-ful hearts and hap - py
tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly use for heav’'n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -
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near; The Sav - ior of the world 1is here. Life and sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -domed with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He doth bring; There-fore re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.
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Announcements

Postlude
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