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Invocation

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

) We begin in the name into which we
are baptized; In the name of the Father and
of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Opening Versicles LSB 260
[P] This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

[P} From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
[P} Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.

Our God shall come; He does not
keep silence.

[P) Prepare the way of the Lord.

Make His paths straight.

[P} Shower, O heavens, from above, and let
the skies rain down righteousness.

et the earth open, that salvation may
sprout forth.

[P) From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the &
Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

The Fourth Candle: The Angels' Candle
(Rejoice) [blue]

P} The fourth candle on our Advent wreath
reminds us of the angels who rejoiced at the
Savior's birth. Their song of joy rings across
the centuries to fill the darkness of every heart
with the light of glory and of love. We pray:
Lord of hosts, for the ministry of
angels we give You thanks. Fill the dark
night of a fallen world with the angels’
good news of great joy. Bless us to pierce
the silence of our routine with songs of
rejoicing and praise. In the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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Sit

Readings From Holy Scripture  LSB 263
Reading Isaiah 52:7-10
7 How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!” 8 Listen! Your
watchmen lift up their voices; together they
shout for joy. When the LORD returns to
Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.

9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins
of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10
The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the
sight of all the nations, and all the ends of
the earth will see the salvation of our God.



P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Reading John 1:1-14
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God In the beginning.
3 Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life
was the light of men. 5 The light shines In
the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it. 6 There came a man who was
sent from God; his name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify concerning that
light, so that through him all men might
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he
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came only as a witness to the light. 9 The
true light that gives light to every man was
coming into the world. 10 He was in the
world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize
him. 11 He came to that which was his
own, but his own did not receive him.

12 Yet to all who received him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God — 13 children
born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God. 14 The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who
came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.




P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory LSB 263
[P} Behold, the days are coming, says the
Lord, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch.

This is the name by which He will be
called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
[P) He shall reign as king and deal wisely ,
and shall execute justice and righteousness
In the land.

This is the name by which He will be
called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
[P} Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.

This is the name by which He will be
called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
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Catechism LSB 264
Apostles’ Creed

P

| believe in God, the Father

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the
dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life = everlasting. Amen.

Sit

1 ¢ »
Homily ‘The Symbol of the Carols
Pastor Tom Rhodes
Hymn LSB 387 sts. 1-4
“Joy to the World”
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re- ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
GRS v ' ‘5 v c o |
King; Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’'n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse 1is found, Far as the curse 1is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far  as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
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Homily “The Symbol of the Carols”

Pastor Tom Rhodes

LSB 361 sts. 1-4
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Hymn
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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:%ﬁ  — i | ! Ir' JI o - J_i_i o -
A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;

While mor-tals sleep, the

So

Cast

an - gels keep
hu - man hearts
en - ter in,

God im-parts to
out our sin, and

Their watch of won-d’ring love.
His heav’n.

The
Be

bless - ings of
born in us

to

- day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
(0] come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man-u - ell
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Homily “The Symbol of the Carols”

Pastor Tom Rhodes
LSB 370 sts. 1-3

“What Child Is This”
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1 What child 1s this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap 18
2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
_9 3 So  bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
H L
2 } | N | \ \
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Py 7 - e r
sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here  The
own  Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent  Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear  shall
lov. - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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i K p— — I K e I :
:@ 1 I 1 ‘ A T. N nY |
S . o e fee T o
Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings  her lul - la - by;
() 4 .
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
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Homily

Hymn

“The Symbol of the Carols”
Pastor Tom Rhodes

LSB 380 sts. 1-3

“Hark! The H

er

ald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald

1/
r

an - gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-born King;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late
Light and life

to all

in time be-hold Him come,
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Joy - ful, all ye  na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - 1 - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain . i
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G e
Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”
Public domain

Offering

In quiet devotion and responding in personal
stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you,
please use the offering plates in the back as you
enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to
God through His church. As a reassurance to those
In worship today, especially our guests - this is not
an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!)

Stand
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Prayer LSB 265
[P} In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For the gift of divine peace and of
pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For the holy Christian Church, here and
scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling
of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For this nation, for our cities and
communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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[P) For seasonable weather and for the
fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For those who labor, for those whose
work Is difficult or dangerous, and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For all those in need, for the hungry and
homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the sick and dying and for all those
who care for them, and all those on our
prayer list & prayer cards, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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[P} Finally, for these and for all our needs
of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have
mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day LSB 265
[P) Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come
and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Collect for the Word LSB 265
[P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn,
and take them to heart that, by the patience and
comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace
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and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer LSB 266
P @ | thank You, my heavenly Father,
through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and
| pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 264
®P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as It is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing LSB 267
[P) Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the
Father, the & Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.

Amen.

Sit

Closing Hymn LSB 331 sts. 1-6
“The Advent of Our King”
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I The ad - vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev - er - last - ing  Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
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And we must hymns of wel-comesing In strains of ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser - vant’s form puts on To  set His ser-vants free.
Nor let your faith - less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day /\ 6 All glory to the Son,
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, Who comes to set us free,
The sinful self be put away, With Father, Spirit, ever one
The new self now put on. Through all eternity.
Public domain
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