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        Zion Lutheran Church 

                       ‘Hearing, Sharing and Living the Gospel’ 

              Rev. Thomas A. Rhodes, Pastor 
     PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

             Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 

zionbolivar@windstream.net  
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 

You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards for prayer requests. Please hand this card to an 

usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones* 

 

 

 
 

PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION 

The Nativity of Our Lord—Christmas Eve 

The exact date of the birth of Jesus is not known, and 

during the earliest centuries of the Church, it seemed 

to have little significance.  This followed the Early 

Church’s tradition of honoring and celebrating a 

Christian’s death as his or her birth date into eternity 

and the ongoing presence of Jesus.  Likewise the life, 

work, death, and resurrection of Christ was of much 

greater importance to early Christians than the earthly 

details of His life.  The earliest nativity feast, 

Epiphany (January 6), celebrated both the birth and 
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Baptism, of Christ.  However, in the fourth century 

great Christological controversies that questioned 

Christ’s divinity and humanity raced throughout 

Christianity.  By AD 336, December 25 had been 

established in Rome as the celebration of Christ’s 

birth, a festival welcomed particularly by orthodox 

Christians in the West.  From Rome, Christ’s natal 

festival spread throughout the Western Church.  In 

Eastern traditions of the Church, Epiphany remains 

the principal celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(A special thank you to Aby Kaufmann for  

tonight’s musical offering!) 
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Stand  
(Please turn and face the Processional Cross as it enters) 
 

Christmas Eve 

Vespers - Candlelight Service 

December 24, 2021     7:00 p.m. 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism. 
P  In the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  God Himself is present: 

C  Let us now adore Him and with awe 

appear before Him. 
 

P  God is in His temple; 

C  All within keep silence; humbly kneel 

in deepest reverence.                  LSB 907, adapted 
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P  God is with us. 

C  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call His name 

Immanuel.                                                           Isaiah 7:14 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to  the 

Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever.  Amen.  Praise to You, O Christ, 

King who comes to save us. 
 

Processional Hymn                                 LSB 368 sts. 1-3 

"Angels We Have Heard on High" 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath -  

The Fifth Candle 

P  The fifth candle on our Advent wreath 

tells us that Christ is now among us. As 

the light of this candle begins this night 

and stays with us through Christ’s 

ascension, we’re reminded of His earthly 

presence and ministry that has brought to 

us the Light of Life.  We pray: 
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C  O God, You made this most holy 

night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light, Jesus, who is the Scepter of 

Israel; the Light of the Gentiles; the 

Sun of Righteousness; and the 

Lawgiver, Priest, Judge, and King. 

Grant us to know Your Light on earth 

and may we also come to the fullness of 

Your joys in heaven.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
Hymn                                                      LSB 370 sts. 1-3 

“What Child Is This” 
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+ WORD + 

Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 7:10-14 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask 

the LORD your God for a sign, whether in 

the deepest depths or in the highest 

heights.”  12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; 

I will not put the LORD to the test.”  

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house 
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of David! Is it not enough to try the 

patience of humans?  Will you try the 

patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel. 
 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn                                                       LSB 384 sts. 1-5 

“Of The Father’s Love Begotten” 
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Epistle Reading                    1 John 4:7-16 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for 

love comes from God. Everyone who loves 

has been born of God and knows God. 

8 Whoever does not love does not know 
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God, because God is love. 9 This is how 

God showed his love among us: He sent his 

one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. 10 This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another. 

12 No one has ever seen God; but if we 

love one another, God lives in us and his 

love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him 

and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 

14 And we have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of 

the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that 

Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them 

and they in God. 16 And so we know and 
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rely on the love God has for us. God is 

love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 

and God in them. 
 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn                                                       LSB 364 sts. 1-3 

“Away in a Manger” 
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Stand 

Holy Gospel                     Matthew 1:18-25 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the 

Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before 

they came together, she was found to be 

with child through the Holy Spirit. 

19 Because Joseph her husband was a 

righteous man, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly.  20 But after 

he had considered this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
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take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and 

you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  22 All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had said through the prophet: 

23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth 

to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel”-  which means “God with us”.  

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 

angel of the Lord had commanded him and 

took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had 

no union with her until she gave birth to a 

son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

    P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

    C  Thanks be to God. 
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Sit 
Hymn                                                       LSB 387 sts. 1-4 

“Joy to the World” 
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Responsory 

P  Behold, the days are coming, says the 

Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

P  In His Days Judah will be saved, and 

Israel will dwell securely. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

P  Glory be to the Father and to the  

Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C  This is the name by which He will be 

called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
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Hymn                                                       LSB 366 sts. 1-4 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
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Sermon                                  “Timing is Everything” 

Pastor Tom Rhodes 
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Offering - In quiet devotion and responding in 

personal stewardship of God’s abundant provision to 

you, please use the offering plates in the back as you 

enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to 

God through His church. As a reassurance to those in 

worship today, especially our guests - this is not an 

obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!)  

(Please find the red pew pad and record your 

fellowship with us) 
 

Stand 

Antiphon                       Ps. 141:2, LSB 231 

P  Let my prayer rise before You as 

incense, 

C  and the lifting up of my hands as the 

evening sacrifice. 
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Kyrie  (spoken in unison)              LSB 233 

P C  Lord, have mercy; 

           Christ, have mercy; 

           Lord, have mercy. 
 

Prayers 

P  As once the night shone with the 

brightness of the one, true Light, enlighten 

our hearts this night, that rejoicing in the 

birth of our Savior we may approach Your 

throne of grace with courage and 

confidence, praying on behalf of ourselves 

and for all people as they have need. 
 

Brief silence 
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P  Father, on this night we recall how great 

is Your love for us, sending Your Son into 

our world as a tiny child to forgive our sin. 

C  Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas 

gift. 
 

P  Jesus, on this night we recall how great 

is Your love for us, You gave up heaven to 

live on earth as one of us, one with us, to 

forgive our sin. 

C  Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas 

gift. 
 

P  Holy Spirit, on this night we recall how 

great is Your love for us, gathering us 

together through the waters of Baptism and 

nourishing us year ‘round through the body 

and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our 

sin. 
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C  Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas 

gift. 
 

P  Gracious God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, we commend all our cares and 

concerns for others into Your mercy. Grant 

to them grace sufficient to preserve them in 

the day of trouble, and provide for them, 

according to Your will, healing and comfort 

for all their needs of body and soul. We pray 

to You especially on behalf of those on our 

prayer list and cards and also those we name 

in our hearts. Grant to them strength, that 

they may not lose heart or grow weary under 

the strain of affliction, but rejoice in Your 

comfort and peace. 

All these things we pray You, O Lord, in the 

name of Jesus Christ, Your own Son, whom 

You have made known to us in the mystery 
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of the Word made flesh, who has fulfilled all 

the Law and the prophets and delivered us to 

You as Your own people through the blood 

of the everlasting covenant, that we may do 

what is good and right and pleasing in Your 

sight. To You be all glory and honor, 

worship and praise, now and forevermore. 

C  Amen. 
 

(During the following musical offering performed by 

Aby Kaufmann, the worship assistants will come 

down with their candles lit from the Christ candle in 

the Advent wreath. Please share the light with the 

next person in your pew by allowing them to dip their 

candle into your light. Care must be taken not to tip a 

lit candle as it might drip wax on clothing or skin.) 
 

Lord’s Prayer                   Matthew 6:9-13 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 
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C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

               as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses 

               as we forgive those 

               who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory 

           forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn                                         LSB 363 sts. 1-3 

"Silent Night, Holy Night" 
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Benedicamus                                  LSB 234 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                                    LSB 234 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The 

Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you 

with favor and  give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

Extinguish candles 


