
 

 

 

 

         

 

                     

 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           

                                

  

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

The Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2023     7:00 p.m. Service  
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You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer 

requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones * 

 

Holy Communion is offered today: 

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us by God.  In 

the bread and wine, just as He says, Christ gives us His body 

and blood to forgive sins, renew faith, and cause Godly and 

brotherly love to grow.  In this sacrament we proclaim 

Christ’s death on the cross to atone for the sins of the world 

and His triumphant resurrection over the grave, to the glory 

and praise of God.  If you need to receive the Sacrament at 

your seat, please tell an usher.  Also, non-communing children 

and adults are welcome to come and receive a blessing (please 

keep your hands folded to indicate this choice). 

 

 

 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

‘Hearing, Sharing, and Living the Gospel’ 

Rev. David Burge, Vacancy Pastor 

Rev. Burge’s cell #:  417-593-0706, email:  dmburge1953@gmail.com 

PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 

zionbolivar@windstream.net 
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 
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THE EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Divine Service – Setting Four  LSB 203 

December 24, 2023     7:00 p.m. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                                         LSB 367 sts. 1-5 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
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Public domain 

 

Stand 

+ INVOCATION +                                                                 LSB 203 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +                            LSB 203 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth. 
 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 

and saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 



5 

 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C   Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +                                            LSB 204 

Introit                                   Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 

P  I will tell of the decree:  The LORD said to me, “You are my 

Son; today I have begotten you.” 

C  The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the 

world and those who dwell therein. 

P  Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  And who shall stand 

in his holy place? 

C  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not 

lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 

P  He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness 

from the God of his salvation. 

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

P  I will tell of the decree:  The LORD said to me, “You are my 

Son; today I have begotten you.” 
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Kyrie Hymn                                                          LSB 361 sts. 1-4 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Gloria Hymn                                                        LSB 380 sts. 1-3 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                       LSB 205 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 
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P  Let us pray.  O God, You make us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may 

with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading                                           Isaiah 7:10-14 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  12 But Ahaz said, 

“I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.”  13 And he 

said, “Hear then, O house of David!  Is it too little for you to weary 

men, that you weary my God also?  14 Therefore the Lord himself 

will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual                                                        Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

P  To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C  and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

P  And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

C  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C  for he has done marvelous things! 
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Epistle Reading                                                           1 John 4:7-16 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.  8 Anyone 

who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  9 In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his 

only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  10 In 

this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God 

so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us. 

13  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 

has given us of his Spirit.  14 And we have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.  15 Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 

God.  16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 

has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 

and God abides in him. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse                                                               LSB 205 

P  Alleluia.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 

C  for he will save his people from their sins. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel                                                           Matthew 1:18-25 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first  

chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.   

19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 

her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  20 But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 

Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit.  21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  22 All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  24 When 

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth 

to a son.  And he called his name Jesus. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day                                                   LSB 359 sts. 1-4 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 

 

 
 

Public Domain 

 

Sermon                                                                     Rev. David Burge 
“Immanuel:  The Sign of God’s Love that Works Love of God in Us” 

Sermon Text      Isaiah 7:10-14, 1 John 4:7-16, St. Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Stand 
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Creedal Hymn                                                        LSB 376 sts. 1-5 

“Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church                                                          LSB 207 

P  In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  On this most holy night, in awe at the wonder and majesty of the 

incarnation and in thanksgiving that the Savior of the nations has 

come, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the proclamation of Christ’s birth would sound forth 

throughout the world, that God would give faithful pastors to His 

Church to proclaim these good tidings, and that He would give His 

people willing ears to hear and believe, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For peace in all homes, that our heavenly Father, who revealed 

Jesus’ identity and Mary’s fidelity to Joseph, would richly preserve 

all families with His Word and grace to live in love for one another, 

let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For good government, that God would move all authorities to 

govern in service to the will of David’s Son and Lord, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For generosity, that the Father who loves us and sent His Son as 

the propitiation for our sins would perfect His love in us to show 

kindness to those in need, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  For deliverance from affliction, that God, who sent Jesus to save 

us from sin’s curse, would hear the pleas of all who call to Him for 

mercy [especially _____________]; and that He would rescue them 

from trouble and preserve them in the hope of the resurrection in 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For emergency workers and all whose vocations keep them from 

their families for our well-being this evening, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For faith and humility to receive the virgin-born Son of God in 

the signs where He is promised to be found: His Holy Word and 

Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  Almighty God, You have given Your Son, born of Mary, to be 

the Savior of the world. Send Your Spirit and abide with us, that we 

may confess Him and remain in Your love until He comes again in 

glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

Offering 

In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s 

abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the back as 

you enter or exit.  (This is just as it says: An offering to God through 

His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, especially our 

guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of Jesus is free to all!) 
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Offertory Hymn                                                      LSB 393 sts. 1-2 

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +                              LSB 208 

Preface 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your 

glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and 

love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Hymn                                                       LSB 366 sts. 1-4 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                     LSB 209 

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the 

fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 

grace and truth.  Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us 

that, faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may 

receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord's Prayer                                          Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 209 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

                as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 
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           and forgive us our trespasses 

                as we forgive those 

                who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory    

      forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                                      LSB 209 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25  

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini                                                      John 20:19, LSB 209 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Hymn                                                 LSB 370 sts. 1-3 

“What Child Is This” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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Distribution Hymn                                               LSB 360 sts. 1-6 

“All My Heart Again Rejoices” 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 

    One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; 

    All you need 

I will surely give you.” 
 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
 

Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn                                                   LSB 388 sts. 1-3 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public Domain 

 

(During the following musical offering, the worship assistants will 

come down with their candles lit from the Christ candle in the Advent 

wreath. Please share the light with the next person in your pew by 

allowing them to dip their candle into your light. Care must be taken 

not to tip a lit candle as it might drip wax on clothing or skin.) 

 

Stand 
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Post-Communion Hymn                            LSB 363 sts. 1-3 

"Silent Night, Holy Night" 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect                                                     LSB 212 

P  Let us pray. 

P  O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true Light.  Grant that as we have known the 

mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of 

His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction                                         LSB 212 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

Extinguish candles 
 

Sit 

Closing Hymn                                                       LSB 387 sts. 1-4 

“Joy to the World” 
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Public domain 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 


