The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day
December 25, 2021 10:30 a.m.

“The Word became flesh and made
His dwelling among us …”
John 1:14
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Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman
You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer requests. Please
hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.
*Please turn off cellphones*

Holy Communion is offered today:
The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us
by God. In the bread and wine, just as He says, Christ
gives us His body and blood to forgive sins, renew
faith, and cause Godly and brotherly love to grow. In
this sacrament we proclaim Christ’s death on the cross
to atone for the sins of the world and His triumphant
resurrection over the grave, to the glory and praise of
God. To receive this means of God's grace properly
we should be able to positively answer the following:
“Do I need forgiveness for sin?” “Do I believe the
pastor’s forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?” “Do I
believe in Christ as my Savior?” “Do I trust that
Christ is truly present in the bread and wine?” “Do I
desire to live anew to God and others in love and
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service?” In our ‘yes’ to these questions we join in a
close and holy communion – a fellowship of faith.
Out of Pastoral concern and care, and taking to
heart God's Word in 1 Corinthians 11:28-29:“A man
ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread
and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats
and drinks judgment on himself” – if you are unsure
of what it means to recognize the body of the Lord in
the Lord’s Supper and you cannot confess these
beliefs, please feel free to remain seated or come
forward with hands folded for a blessing or speak to
the Pastor or an Elder prior to the service.
If you need to receive the Sacrament at your
seat, please tell an usher. Also, non-communing
children and adults are welcome to come and
receive a blessing (please keep your hands folded to
indicate this choice).

3

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD –
CHRISTMAS DAY
Divine Service – Setting Three
December 25, 2021 10:30 a.m.
Welcome & Announcements

Stand
+ INVOCATION +
LSB 184
The sign of the cross may be made by all
in remembrance of their Baptism.
P We begin in the name into which we
are baptized: In the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath –
The Fifth Candle
P The fifth candle on our Advent wreath
tells us that Christ is now among us. As the
light of this candle begins this day and
stays with us through Christ’s ascension,
we’re reminded of His earthly presence
and ministry that has brought to us the
Light of Life. We pray:
C O God, You made this most holy
night to shine with the brightness of the
true Light, Jesus, who is the Scepter of
Israel; the Light of the Gentiles; the Sun
of Righteousness; and the Lawgiver,
Priest, Judge, and King. Grant us to
know Your Light on earth and may we
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also come to the fullness of Your joys in
heaven. Amen.

Sit
Opening Hymn

LSB 393 sts. 1-2
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

Public domain
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Stand
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

LSB 184

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near
with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions
unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my
sin.
(Silence for self-examination and confession to
God in light of the Ten Commandments and
reflection on God's Word. Consider your
place in life according to the Ten
Commandments: Are you a father, wife, or
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worker? Have you been disobedient,
unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hottempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you
hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have
you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or
done any harm?)

P Almighty God, our maker and
redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto
You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against
You by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring
Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
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C O most merciful God, who has given
Your only-begotten Son to die for us,
have mercy upon us and for His sake
grant us remission of all our sins; and
by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and
true obedience to Your Word, to the end
that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.
P God be merciful to you and strengthen
your faith.
LSB 292
C Amen.
P Do you believe that my forgiveness is
God’s forgiveness?
C Yes.
LSB 293
P Let it be done for you as you believe.
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P Upon this your confession, LSB 185
I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + LSB 186
Introit
Ps. 98:1-4; antiphon: Is. 9:6
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for
he has done marvelous things! His
right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him.
P The LORD has made known his
salvation; he has revealed his
righteousness in the sight of the nations.
C He has remembered his steadfast
love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel. All the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.
P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all
the earth; break forth into joyous song
and sing praises!
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P C Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Gloria Patri

LSB 186
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Kyrie

Mark 10:47,

Hymn of Praise/Gloria in Excelsis
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LSB 186

LSB 187

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 189

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. (Silence for Prayer)
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P Almighty God, grant that the birth of
Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may
set us free from the bondage of sin;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
First Reading
Isaiah 52:7-10
7 How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!” 8 Listen! Your
watchmen lift up their voices; together they
shout for joy. When the LORD returns to
Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.
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9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins
of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in
the sight of all the nations, and all the ends
of the earth will see the salvation of our
God.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual
Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a
A C To us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder. And his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Sing to the Lord a new song, for
he has done marvelous things!
16

Second Reading
Hebrews 1:1-4
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, 2 but in these last days he
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through
whom also he made the universe. 3 The
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word.
After he had provided purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as
much superior to the angels as the name he
has inherited is superior to theirs.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
17

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
Ps. 24:7, LSB 190
P
Alleluia.
P C Lift up your heads, O gates! And
be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel
John 1:1-14
P The Holy Gospel according to
St. John, the first chapter.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God in the
beginning. 3 Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made
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that has been made. 4 In him was life, and
that life was the light of all mankind.
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness
to testify concerning that light, so that
through him all might believe. 8 He
himself was not the light; he came only
as a witness to the light. 9 The true light
that gives light to everyone was coming
into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and though the world was made through
him, the world did not recognize him.
11 He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet
to all who did receive him, to those who
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believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God – 13 children
born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God. 14 The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and
only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
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Hymn of the Day
LSB 379 sts. 1-4
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Public domain
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Sermon

“The Manger and the Basket”
Pastor Tom Rhodes

Stand
Nicene Creed
LSB 191
C I believe in one God, the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
22

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the
Father.
And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,
who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life  of the world to come.
Amen.
Sit
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Offering
In quiet devotion and responding in personal
stewardship of God’s abundant provision to you,
please use the offering plate in the back as you enter or
exit. This is just as it says: An offering to God through
His church. As a reassurance to those in worship
today, especially our guests - this is not an obligation the good news of Jesus is free to all!

Offertory

LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
LSB 193
P Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon
all of us and upon all people as they have
need.
Brief silence
P That the Lord would uplift our hearts
to hope and joy in the celebration at the
lowly manger of our Savior’s birth, and
that we would manifest this joy in witness
to the world, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P That the Lord would preserve those
who are threatened by persecution for the
sake of Christ, give courage to those who
struggle against oppression, and grant His
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comfort and peace to those who suffer
violence and danger, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P That the Lord would grant healing,
relief, comfort and peace to all the sick, to
those who suffer, to the dying and to those
who grieve, especially those on our prayer
list and cards. That the Lord would bless
doctors, nurses, all medical professionals
and caregivers in their service of aid and
comfort, and guard those who defend our
freedoms and protect our communities, let
us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P That the Lord would humble our hearts
in repentance and give us faith to receive
with joy and thanksgiving the precious gift
of His body and blood, and grant to His
Church unity of faith and harmony of life,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P That the Lord would give peace to
those troubled in mind and heart, deliver
those afflicted by the taunts and
temptations of the evil one, and that we
would act with compassion and kindness
toward all who suffer these torments, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P That the Lord would secure in our heart
the joy of this holy season, and that we
would rejoice in the peace of the Lord that
passes all understanding in our homes,
workplaces and the Church, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P We rejoice, O Lord, in the Word made
flesh, in whom You have revealed Your
glory and by whom You have delivered us
from sin, darkness and death. Grant to us
all things beneficial, and prevent all things
harmful, that we would be kept secure
within the grasp of Your grace; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, both now and forevermore.
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C Amen.
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

LSB 194

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that
we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the
Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You
in the person of Your Son, we may know
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and love those things which are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9; LSB 195
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 196
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

LSB 197

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20;
1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night
when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My  body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also he took the cup
after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
of you; this cup is the new testament in My
 blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
33

Pax Domini
John 20:19, LSB 197
P The peace of the Lord be with you
always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei (No intro)

DISTRIBUTION
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John 1:29, LSB 198

Sit (both hymns will be sung in their entirety)
Distribution Hymn
LSB 380 sts. 1-3
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Public domain
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Distribution Hymn
LSB 367 sts. 1-5
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

Public domain
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29-32, LSB 199
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Thanksgiving
Psalm 107:1, LSB 201
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is
good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray. O God the Father, the
fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your onlybegotten Son into the flesh, we thank You
that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
38

C Amen.
Salutation and Benedicamus

P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 201
2 Timothy 4:22
Psalm 103:1

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace.
C Amen.
Sit
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Closing Hymn

LSB 387 sts. 1-4
“Joy to the World”

Public domain
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