
 

 

 

 

         

 

                     

 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           

                                

  

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 
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You are invited to use the yellow Prayer Cards located in the pew for prayer 

requests. Please hand this card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. 
* Please turn off cellphones * 

 

Holy Communion is offered today: 

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift given to us by God.  In 

the bread and wine, just as He says, Christ gives us His body 

and blood to forgive sins, renew faith, and cause Godly and 

brotherly love to grow.  In this sacrament we proclaim Christ’s 

death on the cross to atone for the sins of the world and His 

triumphant resurrection over the grave, to the glory and praise 

of God.  If you need to receive the Sacrament at your seat, 

please tell an usher.  Also, non-communing children and adults 

are welcome to come and receive a blessing (please keep your 

hands folded to indicate this choice). 

Zion Lutheran Church 

‘Hearing, Sharing, and Living the Gospel’ 

Rev. David Burge, Vacancy Pastor 

Rev. Burge’s cell #:  417-593-0706, email:  dmburge1953@gmail.com 

PO Box 5 • 600 East Aldrich Road • Bolivar, MO  65613 

Phone: 417-326-5506 • www.zionlutheranbolivar.org 

zionbolivar@windstream.net 
 

Administrative Assistant – Sonya Gorman 
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THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Divine Service – Setting Three 

December 25, 2023     10:30 a.m. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                                      LSB 379 sts. 1-4 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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Public domain 

 

Stand 

+ INVOCATION +                                                                  LSB 184 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +                           LSB 184 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth.  

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection.) 
 

P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
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for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +                                            LSB 186 

Introit                                    Psalm 93:1-2, 5; antiphon: Isaiah 9:2 

P  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C  those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 

light shined. 

P  The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he 

has put on strength as his belt. 

C  Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 

P  Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 

C  Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your 

house, O LORD, forevermore. 

P C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

P  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C  those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 

light shined. 
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Kyrie Hymn                                                         LSB 362 sts. 1-4 

“O Sing of Christ” 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110003273 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Gloria Hymn                                                        LSB 368 sts. 1-3 

"Angels We Have Heard on High" 
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Public Domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                      LSB 189 

 

 

 
 

P  Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become 

incarnate of the pure Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away 

fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your visitation; through Jesus 
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Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading                                          Isaiah 62:10-12 
10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway; clear it of stones; lift up a signal over 

the peoples.  11 Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the 

earth:  Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; 

behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.”   

12 And they shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the 

Lord; and you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual Hymn                                                   LSB 358 sts. 1-7 

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
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5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 
 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 
 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 
 

Public domain 

 

Epistle Reading                                                                 Titus 3:4-7 

4 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on 

us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by 

his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Verse Hymn                                                       LSB 358 sts. 8-15 

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 

 

 

 
 

12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might 

Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 

 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 

Public domain 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
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Holy Gospel                                                                   Luke 2:1-20 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,  

the second chapter. 

                   LSB 190 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.  2 This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3 And all went to be registered, 

each to his own town.  4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 

child.  6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give 

birth.  7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear.  10 And the angel said to 

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

that will be for all the people.  11 For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  12 And this will 

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.”  13 And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
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14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 

to us.”  16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby lying in a manger.  17 And when they saw it, they 

made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child.  18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them.  19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 

her heart.  20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

                   LSB 191 
 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day                                                 LSB 375 sts. 1-6 

“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” 

 

 



13 

 

 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

  

 Public domain 
 

Sermon                                                                               Rev. David Burge 

Sermon Theme                        “The Christ Child Appears to Save Us All” 

Sermon Text                                                                                  Titus 3:4-7 
 

Stand 

Creedal Hymn                                                       LSB 384 sts. 1-5 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

 

 

6   Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

     From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

     Gently lead us and be near us 

         Till we join Your choir above. 
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Public domain 
 

Prayer of the Church                                                         LSB 193 

P  In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord would lift our hearts to hope and joy in the 

celebration of our Savior’s birth; and that we would manifest this 

joy in witness to the world, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  For churches, schools and every place where the good news of 

God-in-our-flesh is taught, that the voice of truth may be discerned 

from all error so we may know and confess with joy the good news 

of our Savior, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord would preserve those threatened by persecution 

for the sake of Christ and grant them courage, comfort and peace, 

let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For the nations of this world, that they would be given a spirit 

of peace, so that conflicts would cease and all would see in the birth 

of Jesus the salvation of our God, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord would give peace to those troubled in mind and 

heart, deliver them from the taunts and temptations of the evil one, 

and enable us to show them compassion, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord would grant healing, relief, comfort and peace to 

all the sick, suffering, dying and those who grieve [especially 

_____________]; that the Lord would bless doctors, nurses, all 

medical professionals and caregivers in their service; and that all 

would rejoice in the good news of Christ, our light and salvation, let 

us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  That the Lord would teach us generosity for the work of His 

kingdom; that we would return to Him tithes and offerings; and that 

by them, we may display before the world our trust in His provision 

and goodness, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For all communicants, that we may receive the great love of 

God, which laid His Son in a manger and now lays His flesh and 

blood before us in the Sacrament; and that we may bow our hearts 

before Him with all those in heaven and on earth who adore Him, 

receiving His forgiveness and life with repentance and joy, let us 

pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  Lord God, in the birth of Your Son You have called people 

from every time and place into His Body, the Church. We give You 

thanks for the believers who went before us, especially who were 

with us in Christmases past and who now live with You. Grant us 

sure confidence in Your promise of resurrection and eternal life, 

and bring us with them at last into Your presence; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

Offering 

In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God’s 

abundant provision to you, please use the offering plate in the back 

as you enter or exit. This is just as it says: An offering to God 

through His church. As a reassurance to those in worship today, 
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especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the good news of 

Jesus is free to all! (Please find the red pew pad and record your 

fellowship with us) 
 

Offertory Hymn                                                  LSB 378 sts. 1-3 

“Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003273 

Tune: Public domain 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +                             LSB 194 

Preface 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of 

the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your 

glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and 

love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Hymn                                                       LSB 385 sts. 1-5  

“From East to West” 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P  Thanks be to you, O Lord, because in these last days You did 

send to us Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior and our 

Redeemer and the Messenger of Your will;  

Who is Your Word inseparable from You; 

Through whom You made all things and with whom You were well 

pleased; 
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Whom You did send from heaven into the womb of the Virgin 

Mary, and who, having been conceived within her, became flesh, 

and was manifested as Your Son, being born of the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary; 

Whom, when He was betrayed into His voluntary suffering, in order 

that He might abolish death, break the bonds of the Adversary, tread 

Hell underfoot, give light to the righteous, establish a memorial, and 

manifest the resurrection, took bread, gave thanks to You, and said: 

Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 

Likewise also the cup, saying: 

This is My blood which is poured out for you. As often as you do 

this, you shall do it in remembrance of Me. 

Therefore, having in remembrance His incarnation, virgin birth, life, 

death, resurrection, ascension, and coming again, we give thanks to 

You, because You have counted us worthy to stand before You and 

to serve You. 

Gather into one, we pray You, all Your holy people who partake 

hereof; fill them with Your Holy Spirit for the confirmation of their 

faith in the truth; and grant that we may praise and glorify You 

through Your Incarnate Son, Jesus Christ, 

Through whom all honor and glory belongs to You, the Father and 

the Son with the Holy Spirit, in Your holy Church, both now and 

forever.  

C  Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer                                        Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 196 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be Thy name, 

           Thy kingdom come, 

           Thy will be done on earth 

                as it is in heaven; 

           give us this day our daily bread; 

           and forgive us our trespasses 

                as we forgive those 

                who trespass against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

           and the power and the glory    

      forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Pax Domini                                                     John 20:19, LSB 197   
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Agnus Dei Hymn                                                  LSB 392 sts. 1-5 

“God Loves Me Dearly” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 



23 

Distribution Hymn                                                LSB 372 sts. 1-6 

“O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 
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6 The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003273 

Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003273 

 

Distribution Hymn                                              LSB 374 sts. 1-3 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Stand  
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Post-Communion Hymn                                    LSB 381 sts. 1-4 

“Let Our Gladness Have No End” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Thanksgiving                                                 Psalm 107:1, LSB 200 

 

  

 

P  Let us pray.  Merciful God, heavenly Father, who has given 

Your only-begotten Son to become man, that through Him we 

might be made partakers of all Your heavenly gifts, grant that in 

truth faith we may comfort ourselves with Your mercy and thus 
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obtain the blessed fruits of His holy incarnation; through the 

same Your dear Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus                                          LSB 201 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction                                         Numbers 6:24-26, LSB 202 
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Sit 

Closing Hymn                                                       LSB 386 sts. 1-4 

“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Announcements 
 

Postlude 


