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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
Divine Service — Setting Four LSB 203
December 31, 2023 10:30 a.m.

Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn LSB 367 sts. 1-5
. “Angels from the Realms of Glory ”
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo -ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais -ing  God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of  na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er- more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter -  nal Three in One.
E | Refrain .
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.
Public Domain
+ INVOCATION + LSB 203

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
[P) In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + LSB 203
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.



[P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in
prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition.

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your
sins, in the name of the Father and of the "% Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + LSB 204
Introit Ps. 98:1-4; antiphon: Is. 52:10
[P} The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous
things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation
for him.

[P) The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his
righteousness in the sight of the nations.
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He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the
house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation
of our God.

[P) Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into
joyous song and sing praises!

P @ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.,

P} The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Kyrie Mark 10:47, LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

0 Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

QL
| 108

I f— — I
GE== s ——c— — o

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 205
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) Letus pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully
created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him
who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10-62:3
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with
a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to sprout up before all the nations.
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1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I
will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and
her salvation as a burning torch. 2 The nations shall see your
righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by
a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a
crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the
hand of your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a
To us a child is born, to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvelous things!

RERFEEE

Epistle Reading Galatians 4:4-7
4 \When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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John 20:31, LSB 205
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
ﬁ [r— 1 | " \
P 4 | | 1 N [
oy o o * * o ] — =
Q_J } ‘-—_._____,'I &
Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al le-1lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law
of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the
Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon,
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been
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revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in
his arms and blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light
for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may
be revealed.”

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
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P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostle’s Creed LSB 207

P) @ | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life = everlasting. Amen.

Sit
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Hymn of the Day LSB 379 sts. 1-4
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O

2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,

3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come yve, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem,;

Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!

Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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© b come, llet us a - dore Him, IChrist the Lord!
Public domain
Sermon Rev. Steven Okpisz
Stand
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Prayer of the Church LSB 207
[P) Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You sent forth Your
Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, to redeem us and give
us the adoption as Your sons and heirs. Hear us, Father, as we call
to You in His name. Give us grace to rejoice in Christ’s blessed
incarnation, and grant us a glad new year. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P} Lead Your Church, Lord, to follow the example of blessed
Simeon, that all baptized Christians would embrace the Christ Child
by Word and faith, and so be ready to depart whenever they are
called. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood on earth is named,
bless Christian families with Your promises. Give parents diligence
and delight in their work, and grant Your favor on all children, that
they may grow in strength and wisdom. Bless widows, orphans and
broken families also with Your mercy, and give them joy in the
redemption You have won for us in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P} Holy God, mighty Lord, You have given power to the nations
and to those who govern for the good of their people. Bless our
president, Congress, governor and all our leaders, that justice may
prevail and Your people would be free to live at peace with all.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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P) Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for those who suffer from
loneliness. Comfort them with the sure and certain knowledge that
You will never forsake them. Give them family and friends within
the household of faith with whom they can find loving
companionship. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who
desire our prayers [including |. Surround them with Your
love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will, heal them.
Comfort those who mourn, [especially ,] and fill their
hearts with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

[P) Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and
death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising His
victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High
Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver
and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Offering

In quiet devotion and responding in personal stewardship of God'’s
abundant provision to you, please use the offering plates in the
back as you enter or exit. (This is just as it says: An offering to
God through His church. As a reassurance to those in worship

today, especially our guests - this is not an obligation - the good
news of Jesus is free to all!)

Offertory LSB 955 st. 1
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, And fill to the brim our
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cup of  bless-ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
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hopes and the dreams of all; U - nite them with the prayers we
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003273
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13, LSB 209
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Collect LSB 305
[P) Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the
wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word may not be
bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying
of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You
and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 212
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and & give you peace.

Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn LSB 387 sts. 1-4
\ “Joy to the World”
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re- ceive her

2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -

3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the

4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’'n and na - ture sing, And heav’'n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
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Announcements

Postlude
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