Apr 10, 2020 – Good Friday, the Place of Burial 

· And to this place, Jesus does not walk. His lifeless body; is carried. And it’s carried, literally, into the earth. 

· And in the reading of the passion story from John tonight we learn that this tomb was not far from the place of the crucifixion. 

· Out of necessity and physical closeness, Joseph gives up his grave to be used for this dead itinerant preacher who never had a home of His own on earth. 

· But where are the twelve, or rather the 11 disciples in all this?? They’re in hiding. They’re in fear. 
· And so, we see only Joseph and Nicodemus doing what needs to be done for Jesus. 

· Fortunately, Pilate is oblivious to what he has done and what is now happening and so allows Joseph and Nicodemus to do for Jesus what the Jewish custom requires for a dead body. 

· There’d be no reason to do all this if Jesus was merely, ‘faking it’. 

· I say this because it’s been suggested that the disciples hid Jesus away and only made it look like He was dead – if so, then why aren’t they the ones doing all this. 

· And everyone knows He’s dead because the centurion testified to Pilate that He was dead. 

· The religious leaders have the civil leaders set up a guard to make sure that this dead body stays in this tomb till it has decayed!
· But who was far away, almost as far as you could get and still be in the city, were the disciples! 

· All of these geographic details paint the picture for us of Jesus having been relegated to this borrowed tomb and everyone, out of fear, jealously or carelessness was having nothing more to do with Him.  

· All of this, along with Joseph and Nicodemus and the women, teach us tonight that Jesus is, unmistakably, dead. 


· The temple was where the law of God was stored in the holy of holies and that law was what the covenant that God had made with His people was based on. 

· The hill of Golgotha where He has died for the guilt and sin of all the world for breaking God’s holy law, the law that’s stored in the temple. 

· Remember that in these places are where we see the whole story of law and gospel in the person of Jesus Christ. 

· He has taken sin outside the walls of the city where the temple and the law are as we saw on the map, and there He’s been slaughtered; the innocent Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

· That is the gospel. 

· …tonight we leave Jesus in the grave, there He’s taking our place among the dead of this world after having all our sin nailed to the cross in His body. 

· Yes, we do mourn because it was for us that Jesus had to go to this hill, die and be buried. 

· And our sadness for them is real, but so also is the hope we have because we know what is to come. 

· On this night we leave a shrouded altar as a reminder that Jesus died for us to give us the gospel as our hope. 
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