Apr 9, 2020 – ‘Stripped for Work’ Maundy Thursday 
Mar 29, 2018 – ‘Stripped for Work’ Maundy Thursday 

· His death on the cross, stripped of all earthly dignity, is a guarantee not only of our salvation here and now, but the promise that heaven also would be ours. 
· And that comes from the words For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
· It’s the work of the Lord’s death that seals and guarantees His words of promise to be present in Holy Communion and to return to earth again in glory and power. 

· His death seals that to us. And by His Holy Spirit given to us by faith and through our baptism, we’ve been marked with His ‘signet ring’, the cross. 
· And, like the messages of old, sealed with the signet ring, we now bear the message of Christ to the world. 

· When the Lord gave His words instituting the Last Supper, He was giving us the promise that He paid for when His life was stripped from Him on the cross. 

· His death gave His words the power to deliver to us what He desired us to have, and that is His presence with us now and forever. 

· As we have repeated His words instituting His holy meal, we are again mindful that those words have their power through the work of the cross on which He died, tomorrow. 
· Maundy Thursday is understood to be so named because of the Latin word mandatum, from which we get the word ‘mandate’. 
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
· And not only that but He gave us a real-world demonstration of what that new command to ‘love one another’ looks like as He stripped Himself of His outer clothing and took up the basin and towel to do the work of washing the feet of His beloved disciples. 
· He stripped Himself for the work of love. 

· When we strip the altar tonight, think of Jesus and how He laid aside His tunic and tied the towel around Himself. As we said, He stripped Himself for service: for love.
· On Maundy Thursday we discover that when everything else has been taken away, something remains. 
· It’s there reminding us of what it meant for Jesus to lose every-thing in order to do the work His love required.
· He teaches us the art of losing. 
· To lose all for the sake of love. 
· The bare altar reminds us that Jesus never lost who He was as the Son of God. 

· It is His love that we see in the work of the cross. 

· And His death seals for them and for us and for all people the forgiveness that is His dying bequest to the world. 

· When we have seen the altar stripped, we know what will happen in the next few hours when Jesus is again stripped by others who will put Him to death. 
· And we also know, for certain, that His death is not the final word.
· When all else is stripped away from us, that powerful reality, that triumphant victory, of Jesus over death, remains with us.

