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· But on that first Easter, the first time someone heard that… Christ is risen… was after what must have been a very sad Sabbath day.  

· They came prepared for death but what they got was… an earthquake, an angel and a message that simply stunned them. 

· “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, for He has risen from the dead.” 

· When you took a body down from a cross as they had and put it in the grave for 3 days, death is certain. 

· But their understanding of life and death is all about to change – they don’t know it yet – but out of death is about to come life. 
· But that contrast, of life and death, is what we have lived with everyday since our baptism. 

· Now, we’ve talked so far about the angel who opened the tomb, and the first part of what he said, but we’ve not talked about why. Why did he open the tomb? 

· ‘He is not here, for He has risen, as He said. Come see the place where He lay.’ 

· The only purpose of rolling the stone from the door of the tomb was to exhibit the empty tomb to the women and to give them evidence, by this very fact, that Christ has risen…
· The stone was rolled away by the angel only to reveal that the resurrection had already taken place.

· The angel had two pairs of commands for these women, ‘come and see’ then ‘go and tell’. 
· These women were to be the first humans to tell the Good News to others that Jesus had in fact risen just as He said He would. 

· ‘so they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.” 

· His joy can’t wait. Just like the joy of heaven bursting into the night sky when Jesus came to earth as a baby 33 years earlier. 

· Jesus simply must comfort them and strengthen them for the doubt He knows they’ll face in a few moments when they return to the disciples to tell them the Good News.

· These first evangelists will be confronted by doubt from the very people who Jesus here calls His brothers. 

· ‘Then Jesus said to them, do not be afraid, go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee and there they will see me.” 

· Jesus reassured them and repeated the command the angel had told them. 
· They were still the ones sent to tell the disciples the same good news the angel had given them charge to do. 

· Just as the stone is rolled away for these women and the men who later come to the grave, so also our hearts of stone are rolled away for us. 

· Our hard-hearted guilt is rolled away by the grace and mercy of God the Father alone in sending Jesus to do this very work of salvation by His crucifixion and resurrection. 

· According to Paul’s words we “have died” with Christ and “have been raised with Christ” and now our “life is hidden with Christ in God”. That’s what baptism does for us.

·  Our sinful self is drowned, and we arise to new life in Christ. As “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power” and “raised Him on the third day,” according to what we read in Acts today, so He also raises us up and pours out His Spirit upon us through the Gospel. 

· In this way we remember that what we celebrate today, the message of the angel telling us of Jesus’ resurrection, we remember that that is also our resurrection. Jesus has promised. 
· His new life is our new life. 
· And we now ‘come and see’ and ‘go and tell’ what has happened for us.
· He has made it ours by His obedience to death for our sin and then rising to new life again for our salvation. 


