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· In the gospel lesson today we see Jesus reunited on the night of His resurrection with His friends in the upper room where, just 4 days before He’d shared the last supper with them and then left to be betrayed by one of those friends. 

· Jesus was separated from the living, as He lay dead in the tomb for 3 days; having suffered the punishment of guilt for sin that God's justice and holiness required. 

· Their joy comes from again seeing and being able to touch Jesus their friend and rabbi. 

· We’re meant to be in relationship with one another; and with God. 

· When we’re reunited with someone after having been apart from them all we want is to be with them; to embrace them to our hearts and hold them. 

· He loves us and that’s why Jesus had to come and die; to restore the separation, the brokenness, and the grief over the loss of relationship that happened when sin entered this world. 

· That was our doing and God did what was necessary to undo our gross and insubordinate acts so that we could be reunited with Him. 

· Through His blood and sacrifice, we are restored and made whole in our relationship with God. 

· We read how Thomas wasn’t there and that he refused to believe the others when they spoke of Jesus being alive again. 

· This is Thomas who, when Jesus went to Bethany to raise Lazarus from the dead, said let us go to Jerusalem with Him that we may die with Him. 

· So, Thomas stands in for us. 

· Jesus acted on what Thomas needed so that Thomas could be reunited with Jesus. 
· And more than that, Jesus did on the cross what Thomas needed, to be reunited with the Father in heaven. 

· He gave Himself to Thomas for inspection, required it even. 

· Thomas, standing in for us, has seen and touched the risen Savior. 

· Do we believe these words written for us? 

· Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

· God choose to use the written word, to allow us to hear the words of those who’ve witnessed the events God brought about so we would know and understand His passionate love for us. 

· Our life is tied to that name. 

· Remember that the tomb was opened so we could see in and know the joy of Jesus resurrection. 

· For us to know that life is ours in Jesus name. Do we believe that? 

· How do we live with that? 

· We’re called to share that story with each other and with those who, like Thomas, need to know that the Lord has done all that’s necessary for them to live in the joy of His presence right now. 

· We’re to carry out our relationships with each other as a reflection of Christ’s relationship with us. 

· Being in the church changes us because the words we preach teach us that we are not alone, like Thomas first felt in the gospel today. 

· Being in a restored relationship with God is for real life here and now, and we, the church are the ones who make that real. 

· The Word of Christ lives in us and that is what shows through us.  
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