Apr 26, 2020 – 3rd Easter ‘Turned Upside Down’ 
 Apr 30, 2017 – 3rd Easter ‘Turned Upside Down’ 

· It’s hard to know what to be certain about in our world today.
· Well, in the gospel lesson today, there were things that the disciples on the road to Emmaus were certain of. 

· They knew without a doubt that the future they’d hoped for in Jesus had died three days ago on that hated Roman cross. 
· Of that these disciples, walking to Emmaus, were certain. 

· Their hope had died when He had died. 

· And so they walked. 

· And now here comes this one Guy asking them questions, seemingly oblivious to reality. 
· And that with the death of Jesus on the cross, did this Guy walking along not know that that death meant the death of hope as they knew it? 

· And as He talks, what He says burns strangely in their hearts, they later report. 

· And when the meal happens, then their world is now radically changed. 

· This new truth, this certainty, is just too big, too important! 

· They traveled at night, which no one did, because it was dangerous, all the way back to Jerusalem those same 7 miles and when they got there they confirmed what the women had said earlier in the day! 

· Now we have to ask ourselves, why didn’t the guys going to Emmaus understand that it was Jesus walking them on the road? 

· Grief breaks us and leaves us shattered. 

· And all of us are broken – by sin. 

· And we all, every one of us, need help to see Jesus. 

· The gospel comes to us just like Jesus came to the women and just like He came to those on the Emmaus road and like He did that night in the upper room. 

· That’s the faith that He delivers to us by His grace alone. 

· We know from our own hurts and anxieties - like the disciples felt before Jesus appeared to them - we know what it is to be in the dark– to be hurting and broken, confused and sad. 

· And now, with the compassion that Christ has shown to us in coming to us, like He did with those on the Emmaus road and in the upper room, we take that compelling joy out to others. 
· We know our sin had broken and shattered us and our relationship with God. 
· And we now know that relationship has been mended and made right, made new again.
· The power of Christ’s resurrection is ours! 

· And that power frees us from thinking we have any obligation to sin. 
· Just this; the resurrection of Jesus changed the world for these Emmaus road guys in a matter of moments. 
· They’d been changed because of Jesus coming to life again and by His coming to them.
· But they’d had their world so totally changed that now anything seemed possible. 
· Anything is possible because the gospel changes you, changes your world. 

· The gospel needs telling because It has changed the world. 

· The hope and certainty of life with the God of creation is what Jesus’ resurrection means for all people. 

· The point is, that if you really imagined what that journey was like, to walk through the dark those 7 miles compelled by the joy of knowing that Jesus is alive, that is how turned upside-down their world was.
·  It’s the same world as the disciples’ world and you and I are not the same, any longer, because Christ is risen… 

