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· Today in the gospel lesson we have the great confession of St. Peter to Jesus saying, you are the Christ, the Son of the living God.

· Through the prophet Isaiah God says, Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn 

· He takes us from the sinful nature of death we were bound under and, by His grace, transforms us, like a sculptor doing a bust of Himself, into the shape of His own life and righteousness.
· You have been sculpted by the hand of the Master sculptor, God Himself. And in His Son, you’ve been formed into a child of God.
· The value of your transformation is the price of that Infant King, coming down to earth, placed in a manger and who died, lifted up on a cross.
· In the epistle lesson today St. Paul said, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
· We’re no longer conformed by our old sinful nature, but in Christ, and by Him, through His promises and the giving of the Holy Spirit, we’re transformed.
· We’re to remember the rock of St. Peter’s  confession to Jesus on which we are founded; You are the Christ the Son of the living God. 

· When people lose their identity in Christ, when amnesia about God sets in, people forget that the love of God is for them. 

· Peter and his declaration are what Jesus, who is Himself our cornerstone and foundation, has built His church on.
· Jesus, the Christ, is the bedrock on which His church is built. 

· Jesus is the rock of our faith, the Messiah, the Chosen One sent by God to redeem the world from its sin. 

· He does so by breaking through the stone door that held His body in its tomb after He died on the tree in Golgotha. 

· Jesus took up His life again and, in that moment, carved out the defeat of sin, death, and the devil. 

· Jesus is the rock of our salvation because He literally broke the barrier of death that held us under its enormous weight.
· Our sin, our breaking of God's law, put us under that terrifying penalty of death.
· God wrote the law on stone tablets that Moses brought down from the mountain and put into the Ark of the Covenant. 

· And He is the stone that causes men to stumble and the rock that makes men fall when they refuse to make the same declaration that Peter did in the gospel today. 

· Because to believe in Jesus as our savior requires us to believe that we are sinners; requires us to believe that we are not ‘basically good’, requires us to believe that we’re not our own saviors.
· 1 John 5:12 tells us, “He who has the Son has life, whoever does not have the Son does not have life.”

· But like rock, once it’s been cleaved or carved that cannot be undone, so also the sin, the wrongdoing in our lives we cannot undo for ourselves.
· He gives us that gift of His righteousness that we need which becomes the bedrock of our faith.
· Yes, He gave us the law on tablets of stone, but He writes the gospel on the tablets of our hearts. 

· He transforms us by that gospel into the redeemed of the Lord. 

· When He broke free of that stone tomb He broke us free of the crushing penalty of eternal death.
· We have that hope because we, His church, are built on the foundation Peter declared. Say with me what Peter said to Jesus… You are the Christ the Son of the living God. 

